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WELCOME… 
 

Welcome to the monthly Bioethics and 
Humanities Newsletter provided by the 
Program in Bioethics and Humanities at the 
University of Iowa Carver College of 
Medicine.   
 
Program in Bioethics and Humanities:  
Our Mission  
We are committed to helping healthcare 
professionals explore and understand the 
increasingly complex ethical questions that 
have been brought on by advances in 
medical technology and the health care 
system. We achieve this through education, 
research, and service within the Carver 
College of Medicine, University of Iowa 
Health Care, University of Iowa, and the 
wider Iowa community.   
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PUBLICATION HIGHLIGHT 

Practical Wisdom Through Narratives as Told by  

Medical Students and Physicians 
 

Jordan. D. Milhollin, Elaine Liang, Zachary Loveless, Sarah Kim, Laura 

Shinkunas, Tavinder K. Ark, Lauris C. Kaldjian, Fabrice Jotterand, John D. Yoon 

Southern Medical Journal  

 

Objective: Medicine, as both clinical and moral practice, is increasingly complex. As such, there is 

growing appreciation for the importance of practical wisdom (phronesis), a multidimensional capacity 

that clinicians develop as they navigate practice. Narrative serves as a mode by which clinical exemplars 

communicate wisdom and therefore provides a rich structure through which practical wisdom can be 

observed as manifest in lived experience. The purpose of this study was to analyze clinical phronesis 

narratives to uncover how participants understand practical wisdom through the real-life challenges of 

clinical encounters. 

Methods: This article describes a qualitative study using structured interviews of 62 participants (40 

medical students and 22 physicians). Phronesis narratives describe a particular clinical situation 

involving an ethically or professionally challenging patient case in which respondents thought practical 

wisdom was demonstrated. 

Results: Narratives frequently identified practical wisdom as being needed in encounters involving 

patient advocacy, individualized patient care, and communication skills. Character traits associated with 

practical wisdom included empathy, patience, and emotional intelligence. Narratives most often 

revealed dimensions of practical wisdom such as person-centeredness, 

poise, or goal-directed decision making. Findings confirm the clinical 

relevance and multiple dimensions of practical wisdom in medicine "in vivo" 

that had previously been described theoretically "in vitro." Analysis also 

revealed that clinical medical students appear able to observe practical 

wisdom in their supervising physicians, highlighting the need for role-

modeling by wise exemplars. 

Conclusions: The moral content of clinical medicine can be illuminated by 

rich narratives that can assist in the formation of wise clinicians. Based on 

the richness of moral content found in these phronesis narratives, the 

inclusion of narrative-based practices in medical education may help 

cultivate practical wisdom in medicine. 

 

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/42067385/
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BIOETHICS TOPIC OF THE MONTH: 

NAVIGATING THE LIMITS OF AUTONOMY 

 Angelos P, Taylor LJ, Roggin K, Schwarze ML, Vaughan LM, Wightman SC, et al. Decision-making in 

surgery. Ann Thorac Surg. 2024 Jun; 117: 1087-1094. 

 Appelbaum PS. Clinical practice. Assessment of patients' competence to consent to treatment. N 

Engl J Med. 2007 Nov; 357: 1834-1840. 

 Appelbaum PS, Grisso T. Assessing patients' capacities to consent to treatment. N Engl J Med. 1988 

Dec; 319: 1635-1638. 

 Gillon R. Defending the four principles approach as a good basis for good medical practice and 

therefore for good medical ethics. J Med Ethics. 2015 Jan; 41: 111-116. 

 Lajam CM, Hutzler LH, Lerner BH, Bosco JA. Ethical considerations of declining surgical intervention: 

Balancing patient wishes with fiduciary responsibility. J Bone Joint Surg Am. 2024 Oct; 106: 1831-

1835. 

 Lazenby KA, Angelos P. What do we owe our patients? Surgeon obligations when patients are too 

sick for surgery. J Am Coll Surg. 2024 Oct; 239: 394-399. 

 Pellegrino ED. Patient and physician autonomy: Conflicting rights and obligations in the physician-

patient relationship. J Contemp Health Law Policy. 1994 Spring; 10: 47-68. 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.athoracsur.2024.01.001
https://www.nejm.org/doi/pdf/10.1056/NEJMcp074045
https://www.nejm.org/doi/pdf/10.1056/NEJMcp074045
https://www.nejm.org/doi/pdf/10.1056/NEJM198812223192504
https://jme.bmj.com/content/medethics/41/1/111.full.pdf
https://journals.lww.com/jbjsjournal/fulltext/2024/10020/ethical_considerations_of_declining_surgical.12.aspx
https://journals.lww.com/journalacs/fulltext/2024/10000/what_do_we_owe_our_patients__surgeon_obligations.11.aspx%5d
https://scholarship.law.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1447&context=jchlp
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BIOETHICS IN THE LITERATURE  

 Adebari T. Medicare's first reimbursed AI service. Health Aff (Millwood). 2026 May; 45: 607. 

 Ademola-Popoola IJ, Weyrich LS. Employing common morality to address ethical issues in genetics 

research with indigenous people: The Ọmọlúàbí ideology. Am J Biol Anthropol. 2026 Apr; 189: e70246. 

 Berger JT, Miller DR. Value bias and ethnocentrism and its effect on advance care planning: Mind the 

gap. J Gen Intern Med. 2026 Apr; 41: 1402-1406. 

 Brown SD, Kennedy KO, Holder-Niles FF, Anselm IA, Snyder BD, Fogelman D, et al. Growth attenuation 

therapy: Ongoing ethical and practical challenges 20 years post Ashley. Am J Bioeth. 2025 May 23; 26: 

1-9. 

 Campelia GD, Bann M, Kirkpatrick JN, Dudzinski DM. Structures of safety in hospital disposition: Five 

ethical responsibilities. Am J Bioeth. 2025 May 12; 26: 1-12. 

 Charlesworth L, Ashmore R. Exploring the perceived impact of stigma on the cancer experience of 

people with severe mental illness. J Cancer Surviv. 2026 May 2. [Epub ahead of print] 

 Erbay H. Narrative medicine in ethics education: From theory to practice. J Med Ethics Hist Med. 2025; 

18: 9. 

 Fiester A, Smith SC, Narva A. Ethical issues with posted patient behavior signs. J Clin Ethics. 2026 

Summer; 37: 115-129. 

 García-Rico E, de la Sota AE, Daza AO, Muñoz FL, Garcia L. Towards a medical ethics of suffering: 

Ontological and practical foundations. Med Health Care Philos. 2026 Jun; 29: 383-399. 

 Gilligan T, Bohlke K, Alpert AB, Coyle N, Harichand-Herdt S, Lathan CS, et al. Patient-clinician 

communication: ASCO guideline update. J Clin Oncol. 2026 Apr; 44: 1040-1057. 

 Greenberg KS, Teisberg MB, Romano P, Howe EG, 3rd, Hume M, Fallon T, Jr., et al. The latest data on 

medical aid in dying in the United States and what it tells us. J Clin Ethics. 2026 Summer; 37: 101-114. 

 

“As the number of AI-enabled devices approved by the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) 
continues to grow, policy makers must look beyond technical accuracy. Without accounting for 
how reimbursed AI tools shift clinicians’ behavior, the health care system risks embedding these 
dynamics into its cost structure.”   

 

(Adebari) 

https://www.healthaffairs.org/doi/epdf/10.1377/hlthaff.2026.00318
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC13093006/pdf/AJPA-189-e70246.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11606-025-10031-9
https://doi.org/10.1080/15265161.2025.2497982
https://doi.org/10.1080/15265161.2025.2497973
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11764-026-02033-1
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC13106661/pdf/JMEHM-18-9.pdf
https://www.journals.uchicago.edu/doi/abs/10.1086/740412
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11019-026-10338-2
https://doi.org/10.1200/JCO-26-00118
https://www.journals.uchicago.edu/doi/abs/10.1086/740417
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BIOETHICS IN THE LITERATURE (CONTINUED) 

 Johnson D, Quinn S, Algase LF, Watkins C, Jr. Telemedicine policy and practice: A position paper 

from the American College of Physicians. Ann Intern Med. 2026 May 12. [Epub ahead of print] 

 Keren R, Desai BR, West DC. Promoting clinical expertise in the age of AI: No struggle, no mastery. 

JAMA. 2026 May 7. [Epub ahead of print] 

 Krick JA, Jung E, Abuhamdeh S, Zheng B. Choose your own adventure! A novel approach in ethics 

teaching. Clin Teach. 2026 Jun; 23: e70424. 

 Levine DR, Laventhal NT, Macauley R, Committee on Bioethics. Responding to parental requests for 

potentially nonbeneficial treatment in life-threatening situations: Clinical report. Pediatrics. 2026 

Mar 23; 157. [Epub ahead of print] 

 Lewis ACF, Clayton EW, Bangash H, Bland HT, Bonini KE, Cimino JJ, et al. Navigating data sharing in 

research. Am J Hum Genet. 2026 Apr 29. [Epub ahead of print] 

 Rotenstein LS, Wachter RM, Bates DW. Measuring the return on investment for clinician-facing 

artificial intelligence technologies. JAMA Intern Med. 2026 May; 186: 499-500. 

 

 

 

 

“… the most consequential risk of AI may be the effect on clinicians still in training—medical 
students, residents, and fellows who have not yet built the expertise that established physicians 
stand to lose. Some have called it never skilling,

2
 the failure to acquire the cognitive foundations 

of clinical expertise because AI tools provided the answers before the struggle that produces 
mastery could occur.”   

 

(Keren, Desai, and West) 

“… health systems will need to make difficult choices regarding which tools to invest in and 
adopt. In doing so, they should systematically consider benefits and costs and the time frame over 
which these can be realized.” 

 

(Rotenstein, Wachter, and Bates) 

https://www.acpjournals.org/doi/epdf/10.7326/ANNALS-25-04194
https://doi.org/10.1001/jama.2026.6097
https://doi.org/10.1111/tct.70424
https://doi.org/10.1542/peds.2026-076118
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ajhg.2026.04.004
https://doi.org/10.1001/jamainternmed.2025.7627
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fjamanetwork.com%2Fjournals%2Fjama%2Ffullarticle%2F2848742%23jvp260030r2&data=05%7C02%7Claura-shinkunas%40uiowa.edu%7C0a82271f352d4baad68a08deb8280719%7C1bc445959aba4fc3b8ec7b94a5586fdc%7C1%7C0%
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BIOETHICS IN THE LITERATURE (CONTINUED) 

 Sikora A, Celi LA, Abdulnour RE. Can AI say "I don't know"? N Engl J Med. 2026 May; 394: 1873-

1875. 

 Starke G, Balke WT, Benzinger L, Buchholz O, Burghardt M, Meier LJ, et al. Digital bioethics: 

Exploring an emerging field. Med Health Care Philos. 2026 Apr 16. [Epub ahead of print] 

 Tiller NB, Marcon AR, Zenone M, Kidd KE, Jeukendrup AE, Master Z, et al. Generative artificial 

intelligence-driven chatbots and medical misinformation: An accuracy, referencing and readability 

audit. BMJ Open. 2026 Apr; 16: e112695. 

 Ursin F, Salloch S. The ethics of AI scribes as epistemic agents. JMIR Med Inform. 2026 Apr; 14: 

e88235. 

 Welch ML, Grant B, Deutschman C, McElcheran C, Badzynski A, Bell JAH, et al. A practical framework 

for operationalising responsible and equitable artificial intelligence in health care: Tackling bias, 

inequity, and implementation challenges. Lancet Digit Health. 2026 Mar; 8: 100957. 

 Zohny H, Allen JW, Wilkinson D, Savulescu J. Which AI doctor would you like to see? Emulating 

healthcare provider-patient communication models with GPT-4: Proof-of-concept and ethical 

exploration. J Med Ethics. 2026 May; 52: e36-e43. 

“Systems without the ability to execute uncertainty behaviors will continue to produce persuasive 
fiction in precisely the moments when patients need their clinicians to pause and ask for help.” 

(Sikora, Celi, and Abdulnour) 

https://www.nejm.org/doi/pdf/10.1056/NEJMp2517624
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11019-026-10347-1
https://doi.org/10.1136/bmjopen-2025-112695
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC13132480/pdf/medinform-v14-e88235.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.landig.2025.100957
https://jme.bmj.com/content/medethics/52/e1/e36.full.pdf
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BIOETHICS IN THE NEWS 

 ‘Patient autonomy’ has nothing to do with childhood vaccine policies. STAT News, May 18, 2026. 

 A crisis of conscience spurred this Christian IVF doctor’s career pivot. MedPage Today, May 17, 

2026. 

 Families caring for disabled relatives face unthinkable choices as Medicaid cuts loom. NBC News, 

May 15, 2026. 

 The strange alliance trying to remake American psychiatry. The New York Times, May 15, 2026. 

 The Supreme Court keeps abortion pill mifepristone available by telehealth. NPR, May 14, 2026.  

 Judge blocks DOJ’s demand for hospital’s records of trans kids. MedPage Today, May 14, 2026. 

 AI is fabricating citations in biomedical studies, research finds. CBS News, May 13, 2026. 

 Officials say $1.3 billion in Medicaid money to California will be deferred over suspicions of fraud. 

Associated Press, May 13, 2026. 

 Africa has the world’s greatest genetic diversity, yet it’s missing from research: We’re filling the gap. 

The Conversation, May 12, 2026. 

 AI doctors should be licensed. Here’s a framework to do that. STAT News, May 11, 2026. 

 Cosmetic interventions are booming. Many say ethical conversations are lagging. MedPage Today, 

May 9, 2026. 

 These companies help parents try to pick their babies’ traits. Experts are wary. NPR, May 6, 2026. 

 Justice Dept. accuses U.C.L.A. medical school of bias against White and Asian applicants. The New 

York Times, May 6, 2026. 

 The quest to use AI to help find new drugs. The Wall Street Journal, May 2, 2026. 

 In real-world test, an AI model did better than doctors at diagnosing patients. NPR, April 30, 2026. 

 What courage is, how to build it and why you should take a risk. The Conversation, April 29, 2026. 

https://www.statnews.com/2026/05/18/patient-autonomy-childhood-vaccines-red-herring/
https://www.medpagetoday.com/obgyn/infertility/121293
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/trump-medicaid-cuts-threaten-caregivers-disabled-family-members-rcna344930
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/05/15/magazine/rfk-jr-antidepressants-ssris-psychiatry.html
https://www.npr.org/2026/05/14/nx-s1-5821591/mifepristone-supreme-court-louisiana-telehealth
https://www.medpagetoday.com/washington-watch/washington-watch/121270
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/ai-hallucinate-citations-medial-research/
https://apnews.com/article/medicare-fraud-trump-vance-oz-health-hospice-534297fffb47e31e2a3906273f20e0b5
https://theconversation.com/africa-has-the-worlds-greatest-genetic-diversity-yet-its-missing-from-research-were-filling-the-gap-278809
https://www.statnews.com/2026/05/11/ai-doctors-licenses-utah-doctronic-pilot/
https://www.medpagetoday.com/surgery/plasticsurgery/121173
https://www.npr.org/2026/05/06/nx-s1-5704317/genetic-embryo-screening
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/05/06/us/politics/justice-department-ucla-medical-school-race-admissions.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/05/06/us/politics/justice-department-ucla-medical-school-race-admissions.html
https://www.wsj.com/health/pharma/the-quest-to-use-ai-to-help-find-new-drugs-a754fdc3
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/30/nx-s1-5804474/ai-doctors-openai-patient-care-diagnosis
https://theconversation.com/what-courage-is-how-to-build-it-and-why-you-should-take-a-risk-280257
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To unsubscribe from the Bioethics and Humanities monthly newsletter, click here.  

Questions or comments? Email the Newsletter Editor.  

BIOETHICS OPPORTUNITIES 

 

ONGOING 

 American Journal of Bioethics: YouTube channel containing previous webinars 

 Children's Mercy Kansas City: Pediatric Ethics Podcast series  

 Consortium on Law and Values in Health, Environment & the Life Sciences: Events 

 The Hastings Center: Webinars and Events  

 Health Ethics podcast with host Bryan Pilkington, PhD (Hackensack Meridian School of Medicine):  Find on 

Google Podcasts, Spotify, Apple Podcasts, and Audible.   

 The MacLean Center for Clinical Medical Ethics: YouTube channel containing previous lectures  

 Michigan State University Center for Bioethics and Social Justice: Recorded Webinars 

 Office for Human Research Protections Luminaries Lecture Series 

 University of Minnesota Center for Bioethics: Events 

BIOETHICS SERVICES AT THE UIHC 

ETHICS CONSULT  
SERVICE  

This service is a clinical resource for UI Health Care 
personnel who would like help addressing an 
ethical question or problem related to a patient’s 
care.  Consults can be ordered through EPIC or by 
paging the ethics consultant on call. For more 
information, click here. 

 
            
 
 
 
 
 

CLINICAL RESEARCH  
ETHICS SERVICE  

We provide free consultation on ethical issues 
related to research design, tissue banking, genetic 
research results, informed consent, and working 
with vulnerable patient populations. In particular, 
we assist clinical investigators in identifying and 
addressing the ethical challenges that frequently 
arise when designing or conducting research with 
human subjects. These include ethical challenges in 
sampling design; randomized and placebo-
controlled studies; participant recruitment and 
informed consent; return of individual-level 
research results; community engagement 
processes; and more.  For more information,      
click here. 

mailto:Bioethics@healthcare.uiowa.edu?subject=UNSUBSCRIBE
mailto:laura-shinkunas@uiowa.edu
mailto:laura-shinkunas@uiowa.edu
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCnqwZNET_h-sTYzp2m9Uapw
https://www.childrensmercy.org/health-care-providers/bioethics-center/bioethics-webinars-and-podcasts/bioethics-podcast-series/
https://consortium.umn.edu/news-events/events
https://www.thehastingscenter.org/webinars/
https://www.thehastingscenter.org/hastings-center-events/
https://www.spreaker.com/podcast/health-ethics-podcast--4598580
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCHi1nAdgwegC0XLGMhKEPqg
https://bioethics.msu.edu/whats-happening-series/recorded-webinars
https://www.hhs.gov/ohrp/education-and-outreach/luminaries-lecture-series/index.html
https://bioethics.umn.edu/events/events
https://uihc.org/ethics-consult-service
https://www.medicine.uiowa.edu/bioethics/research/clinical-research-ethics-consultation-service-crecs

