
1 

WELCOME… 
 

Welcome to the monthly Bioethics and 
Humanities Newsletter provided by the 
Program in Bioethics and Humanities at the 
University of Iowa Carver College of 
Medicine.   
 
Program in Bioethics and Humanities:  
Our Mission  
We are committed to helping healthcare 
professionals explore and understand the 
increasingly complex ethical questions that 
have been brought on by advances in 
medical technology and the health care 
system. We achieve this through education, 
research, and service within the Carver 
College of Medicine, University of Iowa 
Health Care, University of Iowa, and the 
wider Iowa community.   
 
More Details About  
The Program 

Program in B ioe thics  and Humanit ies  
Carver  College of Medic ine  
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Please see the attached brochure and our website for full details and information about 
continuing education accreditation. 

 
Intended Audience: Administrators, Advanced Practice Providers, Attorneys, Chaplains, Nurses, 
Physicians, Social Workers, Students, Trainees, and Others  
 
Registration Fee: $100 (includes continuing education credits) 
 

SESSION ONE:  

Four Components of a Moral Event: A Primer on Normative Ethics 

Speaker: Aaron Kunz, DO, MA, MME 

SESSION TWO:  

Real-world Ethics for Artificial Intelligence in Health Care 

Speaker: Matthew DeCamp, MD, PhD 

SESSION FOUR:  

Moral Resilience of Healthcare Professionals  

Speaker: Lisa Anderson-Shaw, DrPh, MA, MSN (APRN-C, HEC-C) 

SESSION THREE:  

My Injured Adolescent Patient Has a Positive Toxicology Screen—What Should I Do about 

That?  Balancing Health, Privacy, and the Public Good  

Speaker: Graeme Pitcher, MBBCh 

https://commerce.cashnet.com/USS02
https://medicine.uiowa.edu/bioethics/ethics-healthcare-conference/ethics-healthcare-conference-2024
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HUMANITIES CORNER 

This month’s spotlight is on Hannah Serafin, a 4th year medical student. Her creative work is a poem. 

She completed this creative work as part of an individually arranged elective entitled Poetry in Medicine. 

During this elective, she read a wide range of prose and poetry about themes related to medicine from a 

variety of authors and responded to those works through writing. She generated numerous pieces of 

creative writing. 

 
Intake  

By Hannah Serafin 
 
 

Waiting room 
With its off-white walls and suffocating staleness. 

Waxy magazines 
Bent and dropped haphazardly mid-sentence 

As names are spoken like questions 
And anticipation wins out over neatness 

Or remembering a to-go coffee cup. 
Fluorescent lights 

Reflect off the black TV and I 
Catch a piece of myself staring back. 

Mom holds my hand. 
She doesn’t know my mind is on fire. 
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BIOETHICS IN THE LITERATURE  

 Arnold RM, Levoy K, Hickman SE, et al. JPSM controversies in palliative care: "What is the most 

important, measurable goal of serious illness conversations in the ambulatory setting?". J Pain 

Symptom Manage. 2024; 67: e105-e110.  

 Balas M, Wadden JJ, Hébert PC, et al. Exploring the potential utility of AI large language models for 

medical ethics: An expert panel evaluation of GPT-4. J Med Ethics. 2024; 50: 90-96.  

 Butchart L, Parsa S. Narrative medicine theory and practice: The double helix model. Med Humanit. 

2024; 50: 153-161.  

 Cappella JN, Street RL, Jr. Delivering effective messages in the patient-clinician encounter. JAMA. 

2024 Feb 1. [Epub ahead of print]. 

 Chokshi DA, Cerise FP. Ethical issues in providing care in safety-net health systems. N Engl J Med. 

2024; 390: 581-584.  

 Churchill LR, Henderson GE, King NMP. Why climate literacy is health literacy. AMA J Ethics. 2024; 

26: E147-152.  

 Dornbush C, McGonagill P. Grave robbing, cadaver acquisition evolve from cemetery to classroom. 

ACS Bulletin. 2024 Feb 7; 109.  

 Duffourc MN, Gerke S. Health care AI and patient privacy—Dinerstein v Google. JAMA. 2024 Feb 19. 

[Epub ahead of print]  

 Durham L. When can physicians fire patients with opioid use disorder for nonmedical use of 

prescription medications? J Clin Ethics. 2024; 35: 65-69.  

 Fogo AB, Kronbichler A, Bajema IM. AI’s threat to the medical profession. JAMA. 2024; 331: 471-

472.  

 Ganjavi C, Eppler MB, Pekcan A, et al. Publishers' and journals' instructions to authors on use of 

generative artificial intelligence in academic and scientific publishing: Bibliometric analysis. BMJ. 

2024; 384: e077192.  

 Hagopian COP. From informed to empowered consent. Nurs Philos. 2024; 25: e12475.  

 Heynemann S, Lipworth W, McLachlan SA, et al. Therapeutic misunderstandings in modern 

research. Bioethics. 2024; 38: 138-152.  

 Honarmand K, Wax RS, Penoyer D, et al. Society of Critical Care Medicine guidelines on recognizing 

and responding to clinical deterioration outside the ICU: 2023. Crit Care Med. 2024; 52: 314-330.  

 Keshtkar L, Madigan CD, Ward A, et al. The effect of practitioner empathy on patient satisfaction : A 

systematic review of randomized trials. Ann Intern Med. 2024 Jan 30. [Epub ahead of print].  

 Kittleson MM. Optimizing beneficence and justice in heart transplant allocation. JAMA. 2024; 331: 

480-481.  

 Larson NJ, Dries DJ, Blondeau B, et al. Brain death/death by neurologic criteria: What you need to 

know. J Trauma Acute Care Surg. 2024 Jan 26. [Epub ahead of print].  

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jpainsymman.2023.08.006
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jpainsymman.2023.08.006
https://jme.bmj.com/content/medethics/50/2/90.full.pdf
https://mh.bmj.com/content/medhum/50/1/153.full.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1001/jama.2024.0371
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMp2310893
https://journalofethics.ama-assn.org/sites/joedb/files/2024-01/msoc1-peer-2402_0.pdf
https://www.facs.org/for-medical-professionals/news-publications/news-and-articles/bulletin/2024/february-2024-volume-109-issue-2/grave-robbing-cadaver-acquisition-evolve-from-cemetery-to-classroom/
https://doi.org/10.1001/jama.2024.1110
https://www.journals.uchicago.edu/doi/abs/10.1086/728146
https://doi.org/10.1001/jama.2024.0018
https://doi.org/10.1136/bmj-2023-077192v
https://doi.org/10.1111/nup.12475
https://doi.org/10.1111/bioe.13241
https://journals.lww.com/ccmjournal/fulltext/2024/02000/society_of_critical_care_medicine_guidelines_on.14.aspx
https://www.acpjournals.org/doi/abs/10.7326/M23-2168
https://doi.org/10.1001/jama.2023.27157
https://journals.lww.com/jtrauma/fulltext/9900/brain_death_death_by_neurologic_criteria__what_you.625.aspx
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BIOETHICS IN THE LITERATURE  

 Leeper BJ, Grachan JJ, Robinson R, et al. Honoring human body donors: Five core themes to consider 

regarding ethical treatment and memorialization. Anat Sci Educ. 2024 Jan 10. [Epub ahead of print].  

 Liphart C, Calciano C, Jacobson N, et al. Duty to family: Ethical considerations in the resuscitation bay. J 

Clin Ethics. 2024; 35: 54-58.  

 Omiye JA, Gui H, Rezaei SJ, et al. Large language models in medicine: The potentials and pitfalls : A 

narrative review. Ann Intern Med. 2024 Jan 30. [Epub ahead of print].  

 Paltrow LM. When the right to abortion is banned, can pregnant patients count on having any rights? 

Am J Bioeth. 2024; 24: 28-31.  

 Peltier C, Dickson S, Grandpierre V, et al. Culturally appropriate consent processes for community-

driven indigenous child health research: A scoping review. BMC Med Ethics. 2024; 25: 3.  

 Pennings S, Symons X. First among equals? Adaptive preferences and the limits of autonomy in 

medical ethics. J Med Ethics. 2024; 50: 212-218.  

 Shen FX, Baum ML, Martinez-Martin N, et al. Returning individual research results from digital 

phenotyping in psychiatry. Am J Bioeth. 2024; 24: 69-90.  

 Zhang KC, Narang N, Jasseron C, et al. Development and validation of a risk score predicting death 

without transplant in adult heart transplant candidates. JAMA. 2024; 331: 500-509.  

https://doi.org/10.1002/ase.2378
https://www.journals.uchicago.edu/doi/abs/10.1086/728141
https://www.journals.uchicago.edu/doi/abs/10.1086/728141
https://doi.org/10.7326/M23-2772
https://doi.org/10.1080/15265161.2024.2296782
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC10765721/pdf/12910_2023_Article_996.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1136/medethics-2021-107942
https://doi.org/10.1080/15265161.2023.2180109
https://doi.org/10.1001/jama.2023.27029


6 

BIOETHICS IN THE NEWS 
 Why thousands of junior doctors in South Korea are striking, and what it means for patients. AP 

News, February 27, 2024. 

 A new Louisiana capital-punishment bill would fundamentally alter physician licensing. STAT News, 

February 26, 2024. 

 He didn’t want his sister to die. But her suffering helped him understand her choice. NPR, February 

25, 2024. 

 One of the last abortion doctors in Indiana. The New Yorker, February 25, 2024. 

 ‘All of Us’ genetics chart stirs unease over controversial depiction of race. Nature, February 23, 2024. 

 How Louisiana cancer patients navigate the ‘hidden’ costs of participating in clinical trials. PBS News 

Hour, February 22, 2024. 

 Alabama rules frozen embryos are ‘children’: What this means for IVF. Healthline, February 20, 2024. 

 Several companies are testing brain implants—why is there so much attention swirling around 

Neurolink? Two professors unpack the ethical issues. The 

Conversation, February 14, 2024. 

 MD Anderson cancer researcher’s lawsuit accuses high 

profile scientist of taking credit for her work. The 

Houston Chronicle, February 9, 2024. 

 You could lie to a health chatbot—but it might change 

how you perceive yourself. The Conversation, February 8, 

2024. 

BIOETHICS OPPORTUNITIES 

UPCOMING 

 The Hastings Center: Upcoming Webinars and Events  

 Michigan State University: 2022-2023 Bioethics Public Seminar Series 

 

ONGOING 

 The Hastings Center: Recent Webinars and Events  

 American Journal of Bioethics: YouTube channel containing previous webinars 

 The MacLean Center for Clinical Medical Ethics: YouTube channel containing previous lectures  

 Children's Mercy Kansas City: Pediatric Ethics Podcast series and Webinars and Workshops 

 Office for Human Research Protections Luminaries Lecture Series 

https://apnews.com/article/south-korea-doctors-walkouts-patients-explained-326632dd061fc3b004b663cc761f9016
https://apnews.com/article/south-korea-doctors-walkouts-patients-explained-326632dd061fc3b004b663cc761f9016
https://www.statnews.com/2024/02/26/nitrogen-execution-alabama-louisiana-law-medical-licensing-board/
https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2024/02/25/1233668101/medical-aid-in-dying-cancer-pain
https://www.newyorker.com/news/persons-of-interest/one-of-the-last-abortion-doctors-in-indiana
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-024-00568-w
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/health/for-cancer-patients-clinical-trials-can-come-with-significant-out-of-pocket-costs
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/health/for-cancer-patients-clinical-trials-can-come-with-significant-out-of-pocket-costs
https://www.healthline.com/health-news/alabama-frozen-embryo-ruling-ivf
https://theconversation.com/several-companies-are-testing-brain-implants-why-is-there-so-much-attention-swirling-around-neuralink-two-professors-unpack-the-ethical-issues-222556
https://theconversation.com/several-companies-are-testing-brain-implants-why-is-there-so-much-attention-swirling-around-neuralink-two-professors-unpack-the-ethical-issues-222556
https://www.houstonchronicle.com/news/houston-texas/health/article/md-anderson-cancer-researcher-lawsuit-18658718.php
https://www.houstonchronicle.com/news/houston-texas/health/article/md-anderson-cancer-researcher-lawsuit-18658718.php
https://theconversation.com/you-could-lie-to-a-health-chatbot-but-it-might-change-how-you-perceive-yourself-222930
https://www.thehastingscenter.org/hastings-center-events/
https://bioethics.msu.edu/public-seminars/22-23-series
https://www.thehastingscenter.org/webinars/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCnqwZNET_h-sTYzp2m9Uapw
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCHi1nAdgwegC0XLGMhKEPqg
https://www.childrensmercy.org/health-care-providers/bioethics-center/bioethics-webinars-and-podcasts/bioethics-podcast-series/
https://www.childrensmercy.org/health-care-providers/bioethics-center/bioethics-webinars-and-podcasts/bioethics-podcast-series/
https://www.hhs.gov/ohrp/education-and-outreach/luminaries-lecture-series/index.html
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BIOETHICS SERVICES AT THE UIHC 

ETHICS CONSULT  
SERVICE  

This service is a clinical resource for UI Health Care 
personnel who would like help addressing an ethical 
question or problem related to a patient’s care.  
Consults can be ordered through EPIC or by paging 
the ethics consultant on call. For more information, 
click here. 

 
            
 
 
 
 

CLINICAL RESEARCH  
ETHICS SERVICE 

We provide free consultation on ethical issues 
related to research design, tissue banking, genetic 
research results, informed consent, and working with 
vulnerable patient populations. In particular, we 
assist clinical investigators in identifying and 
addressing the ethical challenges that frequently 
arise when designing or conducting research with 
human subjects. These include ethical challenges in 
sampling design; randomized and placebo-controlled 
studies; participant recruitment and informed 
consent; return of individual-level research results; 
community engagement processes; and more.  For 
more information, click here. 

To unsubscribe from the Bioethics and Humanities monthly newsletter, click here. 

Questions or comments? Email the Newsletter Editor.  

https://uihc.org/ethics-consult-service
https://www.medicine.uiowa.edu/bioethics/research/clinical-research-ethics-consultation-service-crecs
mailto:Bioethics@healthcare.uiowa.edu?subject=UNSUBSCRIBE
mailto:laura-shinkunas@uiowa.edu
mailto:laura-shinkunas@uiowa.edu

