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WELCOME… 
 

Welcome to the monthly Bioethics and 
Humanities Newsletter provided by the 
Program in Bioethics and Humanities at the 
University of Iowa Carver College of 
Medicine.   
 
Program in Bioethics and Humanities:  
Our Mission  
We are committed to helping healthcare 
professionals explore and understand the 
increasingly complex ethical questions that 
have been brought on by advances in 
medical technology and the health care 
system. We achieve this through education, 
research, and service within the Carver 
College of Medicine, University of Iowa 
Health Care, University of Iowa, and the 
wider Iowa community.   
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BIOETHICS RESOURCES 

COVID-19 ETHICS RESOURCES 

 2020 Survey of America’s Physicians: Covid-19 Impact Edition 
 The Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices’ (ACIP): Ethical principles for allocating initial 

supplies of COVID-19 vaccine—United States, 2020 
 The AMA Journal of Ethics: Covid-19 Ethics Resource Center 
 Bioethics.net and the American Journal of Bioethics: Bioethics Toolkit Resources for COVID-19 
 The Hastings Center: Ethics Resources on the Coronavirus (COVID-19) 
 The Hastings Center: Ethical challenges in the middle tier of Covid-19 vaccine allocation 
 The Hasting Center Report May/Jun 2020 Issue (dedicated to COVID-19) 
 Health Affairs: COVID-19 (Coronavirus Disease) Resource Center 
 Johns Hopkins University : Coronavirus Ethics and Policy Insights and Resources 
 John’s Hopkins University: An ethical framework for the COVID-19 reopening process 
 John’s Hopkins University Center for Health Security: Interim Framework for COVID-19 vaccine 

allocation and distribution in the United States 
 Seton Hall University: COVID Ethics Series 
 UIHC Ethics Rounds (6/17/20): Life, liberty, and COVID-19: An ethical examination of social distancing 
 UNC Center for Bioethics: Pandemic Ethics Resources 
 World Health Organization: Ethics and Covid-19: Resource allocation and priority-setting 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

RESOURCES ON CRISIS STANDARDS OF CARE, RESOURCE ALLOCATION 
AND TRIAGE DECISION MAKING 

 

 ASPR TRACIE Topic Collection: Crisis Standards of Care 
 Institute of Medicine (2012): Crisis Standards of Care: A Systems Framework for Catastrophic Disaster 

Response 
 Minnesota Department of Health (2019): Patient Care Strategies for Scarce Resource Situations 
 Minnesota Department of Health (2020): Minnesota Crisis Standards of Care Framework 
 New York State Task Force on Life and the Law, New York State Department of Health (2015): 

Ventilator Allocation Guidelines 
 The Pandemic Influenza Ethics Initiative Work Group of the Veteran’s Health Administration’s National 

Center for Ethics in Health Care (2010): Meeting the Challenge of Pandemic Influenza: Ethical Guidance 
for Leaders and Health Care Professionals in the Veterans Health Administration 

https://physiciansfoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/2020-Physicians-Foundation-Survey-Part2.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/69/wr/pdfs/mm6947e3-H.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/69/wr/pdfs/mm6947e3-H.pdf
https://journalofethics.ama-assn.org/covid-19-ethics-resource-center
http://www.bioethics.net/2020/03/bioethics-toolkit-resources-for-covid-19/
https://www.thehastingscenter.org/ethics-resources-on-the-coronavirus/
https://www.thehastingscenter.org/ethical-challenges-in-the-middle-tier-of-covid-19-vaccine-allocation/
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/1552146x/2020/50/3
https://www.healthaffairs.org/covid-19-coronavirus-disease?utm_source=Newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_content=COVID-19%3A+US+Hospital+Capacity+And+Projected+Need+For+Coronavirus+Disease+Care%3B+Paid+Sick+Leave%3B+Politics%2C+Partisanship%2C+And+The+ACA&utm
https://bioethics.jhu.edu/research-and-outreach/covid-19-bioethics-expert-insights/
https://bioethics.jhu.edu/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/FINAL-SNF-Agora-Covid-19.pdf
https://www.centerforhealthsecurity.org/our-work/pubs_archive/pubs-pdfs/2020/200819-vaccine-allocation.pdf
https://www.centerforhealthsecurity.org/our-work/pubs_archive/pubs-pdfs/2020/200819-vaccine-allocation.pdf
https://library.shu.edu/COVIDEthics/
https://medicine.uiowa.edu/bioethics/sites/medicine.uiowa.edu.bioethics/files/AKunz%20-%20Life%20Liberty%20and%20COVID-19.pdf
https://bioethics.unc.edu/pandemic-ethics-resources/
https://www.who.int/ethics/publications/ethics-covid-19-resource-allocation.pdf?ua=1
https://asprtracie.hhs.gov/technical-resources/63/crisis-standards-of-care/0
https://www.nap.edu/catalog/13351/crisis-standards-of-care-a-systems-framework-for-catastrophic-disaster
https://www.nap.edu/catalog/13351/crisis-standards-of-care-a-systems-framework-for-catastrophic-disaster
https://www.health.state.mn.us/communities/ep/surge/crisis/standards.pdf
https://www.health.state.mn.us/communities/ep/surge/crisis/conops.pdf
https://www.health.ny.gov/regulations/task_force/reports_publications/docs/ventilator_guidelines.pdf
https://www.ethics.va.gov/docs/pandemicflu/Meeting_the_Challenge_of_Pan_Flu-Ethical_Guidance_VHA_20100701.pdf
https://www.ethics.va.gov/docs/pandemicflu/Meeting_the_Challenge_of_Pan_Flu-Ethical_Guidance_VHA_20100701.pdf


3 

BACKGROUND: Little data exists regarding decision-making preferences for parents and surgeons in 

pediatric surgery. Here we investigate whether parents and surgeons have similar decision-making 

preferences as well as which factors influence those preferences. Specifically, we compare parents' and 

surgeons' assessments of the urgency and complexity of pediatric surgical scenarios and the impact of 

their assessments on decision-making preferences.  

METHODS: A survey was emailed to parents of patients evaluated in a university-based pediatric surgery 

clinic and surgeons belonging to the American Pediatric Surgical Association. The survey asked 

respondents to rate 6 clinical vignettes for urgency, complexity, and desired level of surgeon guidance 

using the Controlled Preferences Scale (CPS).  

RESULTS: Regarding urgency, parents were more likely than surgeons to rate scenarios as emergent when 

cancer was involved (parents: 68.8% cancer vs. 29.5% non-cancer, p < .001; surgeons: 19.2% cancer vs. 

25.4% non-cancer, p = .051). Parents and surgeons were more likely to rate a scenario as emergent when a 

baby was involved (parents: 45.2% baby vs. 36.2% child, p = .001; surgeons: 28.0% baby vs. 14.0% child, p 

< .001). Regarding decision-making preferences, parents and surgeons had similar CPS scores (2.56 vs. 

2.72, respectively). Multivariable analysis showed parents preferred more surgeon guidance when 

scenarios involved a baby (OR 1.22; 95% CI 1.08-1.37; p < 0.01) or a cancer diagnosis (OR 1.29; 95% CI 1.11

-1.49; p < 0.01), and that both parents and surgeons preferred more surgeon guidance when a scenario 

was considered emergent (parents: OR 1.81; 95% CI 1.37-2.38, p < 0.001; surgeons: OR 2.48 95% CI 1.76-

3.49, p < 0.001).  

CONCLUSIONS: When a pediatric patient is a baby or 

has cancer, parents are more likely then surgeons to 

perceive the clinical situation to be emergent, and 

both parents and surgeons prefer more surgeon 

guidance in decision-making when a clinical scenario 

is considered emergent. More research is needed to 

understand how parents' decision-making 

preferences depend on clinical context. 

PUBLICATION HIGHLIGHT 

Discrepancies in Decision Making Preferences between Parents and Surgeons  

in Pediatric Surgery 
 

Erica M. Carlisle, Caleb J. Klipowicz, Laura A. Shinkunas, Aaron M. Scherer, Lauris C. Kaldjian 

BMC Med Inform Decis Mak (2021) 

Photo Credit: https://www.physiciansweekly.com/improving-surgical-decision

-making/ 

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7863410/pdf/12911_2021_Article_1414.pdf
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BIOETHICS TOPIC OF THE MONTH: 
MORAL COMMUNITY 

“A moral community is one whose members are bound to each other by a set of commonly 
held ethical commitments and whose purpose is something other than mere self-interest.” 

      (Pellegrino) 

BIOETHICS IN THE LITERATURE  
 Barach P, Ahmed R, Nadel ES, et al. COVID-19 and medical education: A four-part model to assess risks, benefits, 

and institutional obligations during a global pandemic. Mayo Clin Proc. 2021 Jan; 96: 20-28.  

 Becker C, Manzelli A, Marti A, et al. Association of medical futility with do-not-resuscitate (DNR) code status in 

hospitalised patients. J Med Ethics. 2021 Jan 29. [Epub ahead of print] 

 Bianchi DW, Kaeser L, Cernich AN. Involving pregnant individuals in clinical research on COVID-19 vaccines. 

JAMA. 2021 Feb 10. [Epub ahead of print] 

 Cunningham B. The white coat: A counter narrative. Am J Bioeth. 2021 Feb; 21: 74-76.  

 Gostin LO, Salmon DA, Larson HJ. Mandating COVID-19 vaccines. JAMA. 2021 Feb; 325: 532-533.  

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0029655495800573
https://aacnjournals.org/aacnacconline/article/31/2/146/31029/Moral-Distress-Mattering-and-Secondary-Traumatic
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.1002/hast.626
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC1809760/pdf/bullnyacadmed00014-0025.pdf
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC1809760/pdf/bullnyacadmed00014-0025.pdf
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7584423/pdf/main.pdf
https://jme.bmj.com/content/medethics/early/2021/01/28/medethics-2020-106977.full.pdf
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/articlepdf/2776540/jama_bianchi_2021_vp_210027_1612913807.92421.pdf
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/15265161.2020.1861366?casa_token=ekIf9-1z8-EAAAAA:xge6J4_x2-39OISeq1vhYO7ITWiyjYPUHHMAsZCRGDMqpfL_vBt2ty92xnweEDSBL4KBNyRgBZ7I
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/articlepdf/2774712/jama_gostin_2020_vp_200267_1612545246.40559.pdf
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BIOETHICS IN THE LITERATURE (CONTINUED) 

 

 Grant MS, Back AL, Dettmar NS. Public perceptions of advance care planning, palliative care, and hospice: A 

scoping review. J Palliat Med. 2021 Jan; 24: 46-52.  

 Hickman SE, Torke AM, Sachs GA, et al. Do life-sustaining treatment orders match patient and surrogate 

preferences? The role of POLST. J Gen Intern Med. 2021 Feb; 36: 413-421.  

 Howard AF, Crowe S, Choroszewski L, et al. Health-related expectations of the chronically critically ill: A multi-

perspective qualitative study. BMC Palliat Care. 2021 Jan 4; 20: 3.  

 Iezzoni LI, Rao SR, Ressalam J, et al. Physicians’ perceptions of people with disability and their health care: Study 

reports the results of a survey of physicians' perceptions of people with disability. Health Affairs. 2021; 40: 297-

306.  

 

 

 

 

 

 Jackson JL, Kay C, Scholcoff C, et al. Capturing the complexities of "difficult" patient encounters using a structural 

equation model. J Gen Intern Med. 2021 Feb; 36: 549-551.  

 Jackson SM, Daverio M, Perez SL, et al. Improving informed consent for novel vaccine research in a pediatric 

hospital setting using a blended research-design approach. Front Pediatr. 2020; 8: 520803.  

 Jean-Jacques M, Bauchner H. Vaccine distribution-equity left behind? JAMA. 2021 Jan 29. [Epub ahead of print] 

 Jecker NS, Wightman AG, Diekema DS. Vaccine ethics: An ethical framework for global distribution of COVID-19 

vaccines. J Med Ethics. 2021 Feb 16. [Epub ahead of print] 

 Jones KM, Cook-Deegan R, Rotimi CN, et al. Complicated legacies: The human genome at 20. Science. 2021; 371: 

564-569.  

 Lapid MI, Meagher KM, Giunta HC, et al. Ethical challenges in COVID-19 biospecimen research: Perspectives from 

institutional review board members and bioethicists. Mayo Clin Proc. 2021 Jan; 96: 165-173.  

“Our findings about physicians’ willingness to welcome patients with disability, confidence 
in caring for these patients, and problematic perceptions of quality of life were therefore 
deeply concerning and have important implications for health care delivery in the US.” 

      (Iezzoni et al.) 

https://www.liebertpub.com/doi/pdfplus/10.1089/jpm.2020.0111?casa_token=Zofeq3OrRDwAAAAA:1BX3qdmCypKhczfgGgc52_a-yTqPNQQeGKPvn0R93aKhZi10lrxQyh8prURScBtrAtCiDrsRcZ0
https://link.springer.com/content/pdf/10.1007/s11606-020-06292-1.pdf
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7781403/pdf/12904_2020_Article_696.pdf
https://www.healthaffairs.org/doi/pdf/10.1377/hlthaff.2020.01452?casa_token=FS4nXXWDJGMAAAAA:NpH9k7sTXbhRmcCjr3nP4POwioRhnXXjlAh0ppPcHajRVNaY4_R2wjlYgQfG5pcTqIBIMk8lii4
https://link.springer.com/content/pdf/10.1007/s11606-020-06013-8.pdf
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7835206/pdf/fped-08-520803.pdf
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/articlepdf/2776053/jama_jeanjacques_2021_ed_210007_1611871272.19434.pdf
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7887861/pdf/medethics-2020-107036.pdf
https://science.sciencemag.org/content/sci/371/6529/564.full.pdf?casa_token=4pYTperBhgMAAAAA:43hZ1NkQ_gVlYY-GwhsAQx7RCOcTIYWkK05de7sSDJLDiK6J2lcSyUHVk0Odr_PH3RULEwdurTtsiw
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7584427/pdf/main.pdf
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BIOETHICS IN THE LITERATURE (CONTINUED) 
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ahead of print] 

 Mithani Z, Cooper J, Boyd JW. Race, power, and COVID-19: A call for advocacy within bioethics. Am J Bioeth. 2021 

Feb; 21: 11-18.  

 Morley G, Horsburgh CC. Reflective debriefs as a response to moral distress: Two case study examples. HEC 

Forum. 2021 Jan 26. [Epub ahead of print] 

 Orfali K. Getting to the truth: Ethics, trust, and triage in the United States versus Europe during the COVID-19 

pandemic. Hastings Cent Rep. 2021 Jan 24. [Epub ahead of print] 

 Pecanac KE, Brown RL, Kremsreiter HB. Decisional conflict during major medical treatment decision-making: A 

survey study. J Gen Intern Med. 2021 Jan; 36: 55-61.  

 Pizzo PA, Spiegel D, Mello MM. When physicians engage in practices that threaten the nation’s health. JAMA. 

2021 Feb 4. [Epub ahead of print] 

 Rueda J, Lara F. Virtual reality and empathy enhancement: Ethical aspects. Front Robot AI. 2020; 7: 506984.  

 Sarraf-Yazdi S. Perks, processes, and pitfalls of reflective practice. Acad Med. 2021. [Accepted manuscript] 

 Scharf A, Voigt L, Vardhana S, et al. What should clinicians do when a patient’s autonomy undermines her being 

treated equitably? AMA J Ethics. 2021;23(2):E97-108.  

 Shah MK, Gandrakota N, Cimiotti JP, et al. Prevalence of and factors associated with nurse burnout in the us. 

JAMA Netw Open. 2021 Feb 1; 4: e2036469.  

 Slomski A. "Important conversations" are needed to 

explain the nocebo effect. JAMA. 2021 Feb 3. [Epub 

ahead of print] 

 Weiner SJ. Advancing health equity by avoiding 

judgmentalism and contextualizing care. AMA J 

Ethics. 2021;23(2):E91-96  

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/pdfdirect/10.1111/bioe.12856?download=true
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/15265161.2020.1851810?needAccess=true
https://link.springer.com/content/pdf/10.1007/s10730-021-09441-z.pdf
https://link.springer.com/content/pdf/10.1007/s10730-021-09441-z.pdf
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/pdfdirect/10.1002/hast.1206?download=true
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7431116/pdf/11606_2020_Article_6125.pdf
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/article-abstract/2776293?casa_token=McsYOXHGXh0AAAAA:zYagi7ewjbzUtZR-gEeFHnWNMHPm3_4k4fDbaHM8KVh7FzMNsduicMixt93NF3GguVTudZMKYQ
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7805945/pdf/frobt-07-506984.pdf
https://journals.lww.com/academicmedicine/Citation/9000/Perks,_Processes,_and_Pitfalls_of_Reflective.96916.aspx
https://journalofethics.ama-assn.org/sites/journalofethics.ama-assn.org/files/2021-01/cscm2-2102_1.pdf
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamanetworkopen/fullarticle/2775923
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/article-abstract/2776228?casa_token=ZUj-MMjAdNkAAAAA:Rravvxxq9dfBSoLmWmdcpODbF4CxW09T8s_ZQuKrGCT_NhiegFVyWwdFmZ_AjICBVcPZ8m_Q8A
https://journalofethics.ama-assn.org/sites/journalofethics.ama-assn.org/files/2021-02/cscm1-2102.pdf
https://journalofethics.ama-assn.org/sites/journalofethics.ama-assn.org/files/2021-02/cscm1-2102.pdf
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 Will human germline editing promote equality? BioEdge, February 21, 2021. 

 U.K. approves study that will deliberately infect volunteers with coronavirus. The New York Times, 

February 17, 2021. 

 Vaccinating homeless patients against COVID-19: ‘All bets are off.’ NPR, February 17, 2021. 

 ‘I put my life on hold:’ Disability groups plead for vaccine. Associated Press, February 14, 2021.  

 Can’t get a shot? Thousands of ‘vaccine hunters’ are crossing state borders to get theirs. The New York 

Times, February 11, 2021.  

 The broken promise that undermines human genome research. Nature, February 10, 2021. 

 NYC nursing home gave dozens of Veterans experimental COVID-19 treatments. Some families had no 

idea. The City, February 8, 2021.  

 Whose underlying conditions count for priority in getting the vaccine? 

Scientific American, February 6, 2021 

 The vaccine line is illogical. The Atlantic, February 1, 2021. 

 

BIOETHICS IN THE NEWS 

BIOETHICS SERVICES AT THE UIHC 

ETHICS CONSULT  
SERVICE  

This service is a clinical resource for UI Health Care 
personnel who would like help addressing an ethical 
question or problem related to a patient’s care.  
Consults can be ordered through EPIC or by paging 
the ethics consultant on call. For more information, 
click here. 

 
            
 
 
 
 

 

CLINICAL RESEARCH  
ETHICS SERVICE  

We provide free consultation on ethical issues 
related to research design, tissue banking, genetic 
research results, informed consent, and working 
with vulnerable patient populations. In particular, 
we assist clinical investigators in identifying and 
addressing the ethical challenges that frequently 
arise when designing or conducting research with 
human subjects. These include ethical challenges in 
sampling design; randomized and placebo-
controlled studies; participant recruitment and 
informed consent; return of individual-level research 
results; community engagement processes; and 
more.  For more information, click here. 

To unsubscribe from the Bioethics and Humanities monthly newsletter, click here. 

Questions or comments? Email the Newsletter Editor.  

https://www.bioedge.org/bioethics/will-human-germline-editing-promote-equality/13708
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/02/17/world/europe/britain-covid-study.html
https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2021/02/17/964219973/vaccinating-homeless-patients-against-covid-19-all-bets-are-off
https://apnews.com/article/down-syndrome-north-carolina-coronavirus-pandemic-minnesota-california-e1fb091d9b966f579fc430a20eec6d3d
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/02/04/us/covid-vaccines-crossing-states.html
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-021-00331-5
https://www.thecity.nyc/2021/2/8/22269886/nyc-nursing-home-veterans-cuomo-covid-cocktail
https://www.thecity.nyc/2021/2/8/22269886/nyc-nursing-home-veterans-cuomo-covid-cocktail
https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/whose-underlying-conditions-count-for-priority-in-getting-the-vaccine/
https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2021/02/vaccine-line-illogical/617881/
https://uihc.org/ethics-consult-service
https://www.medicine.uiowa.edu/bioethics/research/clinical-research-ethics-consultation-service-crecs
mailto:Bioethics@healthcare.uiowa.edu?subject=UNSUBSCRIBE
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