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WELCOME… 
 

Welcome to the monthly Bioethics and 
Humanities Newsletter provided by the 
Program in Bioethics and Humanities at the 
University of Iowa Carver College of 
Medicine.   
 
Program in Bioethics and Humanities:  
Our Mission  
We are committed to helping healthcare 
professionals explore and understand the 
increasingly complex ethical questions that 
have been brought on by advances in 
medical technology and the health care 
system. We achieve this through education, 
research, and service within the Carver 
College of Medicine, University of Iowa 
Health Care, University of Iowa, and the 
wider Iowa community.   
 
More Details About  
The Program 

Program in Bioe thics  and Humanit ies  
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ETHICS IN HEALTHCARE 2020  
5th Annual Conference  

 
The Program in Bioethics and Humanities at the University of 

Iowa Roy J. and Lucille A. Carver College of Medicine will host 

its 5th annual Ethics in Healthcare Conference on Friday, May 

29, 2020 in the Medical Education Research Facility (MERF).  

 

For more details and to register, click here . 

BIOETHICS EDUCATIONAL TOPIC OF THE MONTH: 

SOCIAL MEDIA AND THE PATIENT-PROVIDER RELATIONSHIP 

Take Home Points 
• Social media is prevalent in the personal and professional 

lives of healthcare professionals. 
• Interaction with patients via social media or ‘patient-

targeted googling’ may hinder a provider’s ability to care 
for the patient in an ethical manner. 

 

Key References 
• Volpe, R., Blackall, G., Green, M., George, D., Baker, M. 

and Kauffman, G. (2013), Googling a Patient. The 
Hastings Center Report, 43(5): 14-15. 

 

Tools and Resources 
• UI Healthcare Social Media Policy: https://uihc.org/social

-media-policy  

• UI Human Resources Social Media Usage: https://

hr.uiowa.edu/policies/social-media-usage  

• Statement on Guidelines for the Ethical Use of Social 

Media by Surgeons: https://www.facs.org/about-acs/

statements/116-social-media 

https://medicine.uiowa.edu/bioethics/ethics-healthcare-conference/ethics-healthcare-conference-2020
https://medicine.uiowa.edu/bioethics/ethics-healthcare-conference/ethics-healthcare-conference-2020
https://uihc.org/social-media-policy
https://uihc.org/social-media-policy
https://hr.uiowa.edu/policies/social-media-usage
https://hr.uiowa.edu/policies/social-media-usage
https://www.facs.org/about-acs/statements/116-social-media
https://www.facs.org/about-acs/statements/116-social-media


3 

PUBLICATION HIGHLIGHT 
Clarifying Core Content of Goals of Care Discussions 

 
Lauris C. Kaldjian 

J Gen Intern Med (2019) 

A recent review reveals what many of us 

observe in practice: clinicians use the phrase 

“goals of care” in a variety of ways, often with 

a definition more assumed than revealed. The 

phrase is of particular importance when it is 

used to refer to a certain kind of conversation 

between a clinician and patient (or family), 

often called a “goals of care discussion.” 

Sometimes the need for such a discussion is a 

clinician’s shorthand way of indicating it is time 

to clarify a patient’s code status or shift the 

focus of care to palliation. At other times, 

goals of care discussions refer to the need for a 

specific approach to conversation about a 

more general plan of care.   

To read the rest of the article, click here. 

BIOETHICS IN THE LITERATURE 

 Abi-Jaoude E, Naylor KT, Pignatiello A. Smartphones, social media use and youth mental health. CMAJ. 

2020; 192: E136-E141.  

 Berger JT. Marginally represented patients and the moral authority of surrogates. Am J Bioeth. 2020 

Feb; 20: 44-48.  

 Blackwood DH, Walker D, Mythen MG, et al. Barriers to advance care planning with patients as 

perceived by nurses and other healthcare professionals: A systematic review. J Clin Nurs. 2019 Dec; 28: 

4276-4297.  

 Castellanos A, Phimister EG, Stefansson K, et al. Disclosure of genetic risk revealed in a research study. 

N Engl J Med. 2020 Feb 20; 382: 763-765.  

 Chicca J. What Joanna would have wanted. Am J Nurs. 2019; 119: 72.  

Figure 1. Core content of a goals of care discussion. 
Taken from J Gen Intern Med (2019) 

https://link.springer.com/content/pdf/10.1007/s11606-019-05522-5.pdf
https://link.springer.com/content/pdf/10.1007/s11606-019-05522-5.pdf
https://www.cmaj.ca/content/cmaj/192/6/E136.full.pdf
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/15265161.2019.1701732?needAccess=true
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/jocn.15049
https://www.nejm.org/doi/pdf/10.1056/NEJMclde1915107?articleTools=true
https://journals.lww.com/ajnonline/Fulltext/2019/07000/What_Joanna_Would_Have_Wanted.39.aspx
https://link.springer.com/content/pdf/10.1007/s11606-019-05522-5.pdf
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BIOETHICS IN THE LITERATURE 
 Dahan S, Jung C, Dassieu G, et al. Trust and consent: A prospective study on parents' perspective during a 

neonatal trial. J Med Ethics. 2020 Feb 20. [Epub ahead of print] 

 Dean W, Talbot SG, Caplan A. Clarifying the language of clinician distress. JAMA. 2020 Jan 31. [Epub 

ahead of print] 

 Edmonds KP, Ajayi TA. Do we know what we mean? An examination of the use of the phrase "goals of 

care" in the literature. J Palliat Med. 2019 Dec; 22: 1546-1552.  

 Fried TR, Zenoni M, Iannone L, et al. Assessment of surrogates' knowledge of patients' treatment goals 

and confidence in their ability to make surrogate treatment decisions. JAMA Intern Med. 2019 Feb 1; 

179: 267-268.  

 Janvier A, Prentice T, Wallace J, et al. Does it matter if this baby is 22 or 23 weeks? Peds. 2019 Sep; 144.  

 Kluger BM, Miyasaki J, Katz M, et al. Comparison of integrated outpatient palliative care with standard 

care in patients with Parkinson Disease and related disorders: A randomized clinical trial. JAMA Neurol. 

2020 Feb 10.2020/02/11.  

 Lee RY, Brumback LC, Sathitratanacheewin S, et al. Association of physician orders for life-sustaining 

treatment with ICU admission among patients hospitalized near the end of life. JAMA. 2020 Feb 16. 

[Epub ahead of print] 

 MacKay D, Saylor KW. Four faces of fair subject selection. Am J Bioeth. 2020 Feb; 20: 5-19.  

 Pavlish CL, Henriksen J, Brown-Saltzman K, et al. A team-based early action protocol to address ethical 

concerns in the intensive care unit.    

Am J Crit Care. 2020 Jan 1; 29: 49-61.  

 Perez-Protto SE, Rowbottom JR, Taylor 

MA. "Wishes unknown: " A case report. 

A A Pract. 2019 Sep 1; 13: 188-189.  

 Scott-Connor CEH. Olga M. Jonasson, 

MD, Lecture: Recapturing the joy of 

surgery. Bulletin of the Am Coll of Surg. 

2020 Feb; 105: 13-24. 

 

https://jme.bmj.com/content/medethics/early/2020/02/20/medethics-2019-105597.full.pdf
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/articlepdf/2760549/jama_dean_2020_vp_190179.pdf
https://www.liebertpub.com/doi/pdf/10.1089/jpm.2019.0059
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamainternalmedicine/articlepdf/2716185/jamainternal_fried_2018_ld_180053.pdf
https://pediatrics.aappublications.org/content/pediatrics/144/3/e20190113.full.pdf
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamaneurology/articlepdf/2760511/jamaneurology_kluger_2020_oi_190116.pdf
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/articlepdf/2761227/jama_lee_2020_oi_190156.pdf
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/15265161.2019.1701731?needAccess=true
https://aacnjournals.org/ajcconline/article/29/1/49/30626/A-Team-Based-Early-Action-Protocol-to-Address
https://cdn.journals.lww.com/aacr/FullText/2019/09010/_Wishes_Unknown___A_Case_Report.9.aspx
https://bulletin.facs.org/2020/02/olga-m-jonasson-md-lecture-recapturing-the-joy-of-surgery/


5 

BIOETHICS IN THE LITERATURE 
 Schwenk TL. What does it mean to be a physician? JAMA. 2020 Feb 24. [Epub ahead of print] 

 

 Shrestha B, Dunn L. The Declaration of Helsinki on medical research involving human subjects: A review 

of seventh revision. J Nepal Health Res Counc. 2020 Jan 21; 17: 548-552.  

 The Lancet. The better edge of the CRISPR blade. Lancet. 2020 Jan 11; 395: 90.  

 Truog RD, Fried TR. Physician orders for life-sustaining treatment and limiting overtreatment at the end 

of life. JAMA. 2020 Feb 16. [Epub ahead of print]  

 Wasserman JA, Redinger M, Gibb T. Responding to unprofessional behavior by trainees - a "just culture" 

framework. N Engl J Med. 2020 Feb 20; 382: 773-777.  

 Wild HB. There's no algorithm for empathy. Health Aff (Millwood). 2020 Feb; 39: 339-342.  

BIOETHICS IN THE NEWS 
 Hidden beneath the hospital gown. The New York Times, February 20, 2020. 

 Clinical trials: How to make informed consent more ethical. The Conversation. February 17, 2020. 

 She didn’t want a pelvic exam. She received one anyway. The New York Times, February 17, 2020. 

 When your ancestry test entangles others. The Wall Street Journal, February 14, 2020. 

 A lottery like no other offers up a cutting-edge medicine—with lives on the line. STAT News, February 7, 

2020. 

 Chinese doctor, silences after warning of outbreak, dies from coronavirus. The New York Times, 

February 6, 2020. 

 Beyond burnout: Docs decry ‘moral injury’ from financial pressures of health care. Kaiser Health News, 

February 4, 2020. 

 Too many tests, too little time: Doctors say they face ‘moral injury’ because of a business model that 

interferes with patient care. The Washington Post, February 1, 2020. 

 

“Physicians should not be responsible for addressing social determinants of health, 
rather they should work synergistically with a well-funded public health system in a 
way that enhances the physician’s primary responsibility to individual patients.” 

                               (Schwenk) 

https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/articlepdf/2762127/jama_schwenk_2020_vp_200003.pdf
http://jnhrc.com.np/index.php/jnhrc/article/view/1042/883
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0140673620300040?via%3Dihub
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/articlepdf/2761226/jama_truog_2020_ed_190132.pdf
https://www.nejm.org/doi/pdf/10.1056/NEJMms1912591?articleTools=true
https://www.healthaffairs.org/doi/pdf/10.1377/hlthaff.2019.00571
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/02/18/well/live/patients-hospital-gowns-doctors.html
https://theconversation.com/clinical-trials-how-to-make-informed-consent-more-ethical-131784
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/02/17/health/pelvic-medical-exam-unconscious.html
https://www.wsj.com/articles/when-your-ancestry-test-entangles-others-11581696061
https://www.statnews.com/2020/02/07/a-lottery-like-no-other-offers-up-a-cutting-edge-medicine-with-lives-on-the-line/
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/02/06/world/asia/chinese-doctor-Li-Wenliang-coronavirus.html
https://khn.org/news/beyond-burnout-docs-decry-moral-injury-from-financial-pressures-of-health-care/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/health/too-many-tests-too-little-time-doctors-say-they-face-moral-injury-because-of-a-business-model-that-interferes-with-patient-care/2020/01/31/c00e9d58-3d3a-11ea-8872-5df698785a4e_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/health/too-many-tests-too-little-time-doctors-say-they-face-moral-injury-because-of-a-business-model-that-interferes-with-patient-care/2020/01/31/c00e9d58-3d3a-11ea-8872-5df698785a4e_story.html
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HISTORY OF MEDICINE SOCIETY 

OPEN HOUSE IN THE JOHN MARTIN RARE BOOK ROOM 

For a list of the University of Iowa History of Medicine Society 2020 Presentations and Events, click here. 
 

The University of Iowa History of Medicine Society invites you to visit the John Martin Rare Book Room 
website. On this website you will find resources, digital exhibits, videotaped lectures, and news/highlights. 

DATE/TIME: Thursday, March 26, 2020, 4:00-7:00pm 

LOCATION: John Martin Rare Book Room 

                      4th Floor, Hardin Library for the Health Sciences 

BIOETHICS OPPORTUNITIES 

ROBERT D. SPARKS WRITING CONTEST  
The purpose of this contest is to examine the influences of history, ethics, culture, literature, philosophy, 
sociology, or related frameworks on medicine, the practice of medicine, and the human condition. 
 
Two $1,200 awards will be given to the best submissions that examine a significant issue 
in medicine using ethical, historical, or cultural perspectives. In case of a tie, judges 
reserve the right to split a prize. This competition is open to all medical students and 
physician assistant students enrolled in the UI Carver College of Medicine. 
 
Submissions should be 2500-5000 words in length, double spaced with 1-inch margins in a 
12 point font (approximately 12 to 20 pages). 
 
Deadline for entry: March 24, 2020 
 
For more information, click here. 

 
             PEDIATRIC ETHICS WEBINARS  

Registration is now open for a series of pediatric ethics webinars hosted by Children’s Mercy Kansas City 
Bioethics Center. For more information and to register, click here. 

 

http://hosted.lib.uiowa.edu/histmed/current.html
http://www.lib.uiowa.edu/hardin/rbr/
http://www.lib.uiowa.edu/hardin/rbr/
http://www.lib.uiowa.edu/hardin/rbr/exhibits/
http://digital.lib.uiowa.edu/cdm/search/collection/histmed/order/date/ad/desc
https://medicine.uiowa.edu/bioethics/robert-d-sparks-writing-contest
https://www.childrensmercy.org/health-care-providers/bioethics-center/bioethics-webinars-and-podcasts/webinar-schedule/
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BIOETHICS SERVICES AT THE UIHC 

ETHICS CONSULT SERVICE  
This service is a resource for patients, family 
members, or health professionals at UIHC who 
would like help addressing an ethical question or 
problem related to a patient’s care.  Consults can be 
ordered by UIHC clinicians through EPIC. Consults 
can also be requested by calling (319) 356-1616 and 
asking for the ethics consultant on call.  For more 
information, click here. 

 
 
            
 
 

CLINICAL RESEARCH  
ETHICS SERVICE  

We provide free consultation on ethical issues 
related to research design, tissue banking, genetic 
research results, informed consent, and working 
with vulnerable patient populations. In particular, 
we assist clinical investigators in identifying and 
addressing the ethical challenges that frequently 
arise when designing or conducting research with 
human subjects. These include ethical challenges in 
sampling design; randomized and placebo-
controlled studies; participant recruitment and 
informed consent; return of individual-level research 
results; community engagement processes; and 
more.  For more information, click here. 

To unsubscribe from the Bioethics and Humanities monthly newsletter, click here. 

Questions or comments? Email the Newsletter Editor.  

https://uihc.org/ethics-consult-service
https://www.medicine.uiowa.edu/bioethics/research/clinical-research-ethics-consultation-service-crecs
mailto:Bioethics@healthcare.uiowa.edu?subject=UNSUBSCRIBE
mailto:laura-shinkunas@uiowa.edu
mailto:laura-shinkunas@uiowa.edu

