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WELCOME… 
 

Welcome to the monthly Bioethics and 
Humanities Newsletter provided by the 
Program in Bioethics and Humanities at the 
University of Iowa Carver College of 
Medicine.   
 
Program in Bioethics and Humanities:  
Our Mission  
We are committed to helping healthcare 
professionals explore and understand the 
increasingly complex ethical questions that 
have been brought on by advances in 
medical technology and the health care 
system. We achieve this through education, 
research, and service within the Carver 
College of Medicine, University of Iowa 
Health Care, University of Iowa, and the 
wider Iowa community.   
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The Program 

Program in Bioe thics  and Humanit ies  
Carver  College of Medic ine  

Volume 7, Issue 6 

June 2020 

Bioethics & Humanities Newsletter 

Inside this issue:  

Bioethics Resources related to  COVID-19, 

Crisis Standards of Care, Resource 

Allocation, and Triage Decision Making 

2 

Bioethics in the Literature  3-4 

Bioethics in the News  5 

History of Medicine Society 5 

Bioethics Services at the UIHC 6 

http://www.medicine.uiowa.edu/bioethics/
http://www.medicine.uiowa.edu/bioethics/


2 

BIOETHICS RESOURCES 

COVID-19 ETHICS RESOURCES 

As the novel coronavirus (COVID-19) continues to spread worldwide, communities and countries are facing 
difficult questions and challenging situations presented by this unprecedented public health emergency. 
Several organizations have been putting together online ethics resources to help encourage ethical 
reflection and  decision making. Here are a few of these resources: 
 
 Bioethics.net and the American Journal of Bioethics: Bioethics Toolkit Resources for COVID-19 
 The AMA Journal of Ethics: Covid-19 Ethics Resource Center 
 The Hastings Center: Ethics Resources on the Coronavirus (COVID-19) 
 Health Affairs: COVID-19 (Coronavirus Disease) Resource Center 
 Johns Hopkins University : Coronavirus Resource Center 
 Johns Hopkins Center for Health Security: What US Hospitals Should Do Now to Prepare for a COVID-19 

Pandemic 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

RESOURCES ON CRISIS STANDARDS OF CARE, RESOURCE ALLOCATION 

AND TRIAGE DECISION MAKING 
 

 ASPR TRACIE Topic Collection: Crisis Standards of Care 
 Institute of Medicine (2012): Crisis Standards of Care: A Systems Framework for Catastrophic Disaster 

Response 
 Minnesota Department of Health (2019): Patient Care Strategies for Scarce Resource Situations 
 Minnesota Department of Health (2020): Minnesota Crisis Standards of Care Framework 
 New York State Task Force on Life and the Law, New York State Department of Health (2015): 

Ventilator Allocation Guidelines 
 The Pandemic Influenza Ethics Initiative Work Group of the Veteran’s Health Administration’s National 

Center for Ethics in Health Care (2010): Meeting the Challenge of Pandemic Influenza: Ethical Guidance 
for Leaders and Health Care Professionals in the Veterans Health Administration 

http://www.bioethics.net/2020/03/bioethics-toolkit-resources-for-covid-19/
https://journalofethics.ama-assn.org/covid-19-ethics-resource-center
https://www.thehastingscenter.org/ethics-resources-on-the-coronavirus/
https://www.healthaffairs.org/covid-19-coronavirus-disease?utm_source=Newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_content=COVID-19%3A+US+Hospital+Capacity+And+Projected+Need+For+Coronavirus+Disease+Care%3B+Paid+Sick+Leave%3B+Politics%2C+Partisanship%2C+And+The+ACA&utm
https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/
http://www.centerforhealthsecurity.org/cbn/2020/cbnreport-02272020.html
http://www.centerforhealthsecurity.org/cbn/2020/cbnreport-02272020.html
https://asprtracie.hhs.gov/technical-resources/63/crisis-standards-of-care/0
https://www.nap.edu/catalog/13351/crisis-standards-of-care-a-systems-framework-for-catastrophic-disaster
https://www.nap.edu/catalog/13351/crisis-standards-of-care-a-systems-framework-for-catastrophic-disaster
https://www.health.state.mn.us/communities/ep/surge/crisis/standards.pdf
https://www.health.state.mn.us/communities/ep/surge/crisis/conops.pdf
https://www.health.ny.gov/regulations/task_force/reports_publications/docs/ventilator_guidelines.pdf
https://www.ethics.va.gov/docs/pandemicflu/Meeting_the_Challenge_of_Pan_Flu-Ethical_Guidance_VHA_20100701.pdf
https://www.ethics.va.gov/docs/pandemicflu/Meeting_the_Challenge_of_Pan_Flu-Ethical_Guidance_VHA_20100701.pdf
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BIOETHICS IN THE LITERATURE 

 Archard D, Caplan A. Is it wrong to prioritise younger patients with covid-19? BMJ. 2020 Apr 22; 369: 

m1509.  

 Banja J, Sumler M. Overriding advance directives: A 20-year legal and ethical overview. J Healthc Risk 

Manag. 2019 Oct; 39: 11-18.  

 Berwick DM. Choices for the "new normal". JAMA. 2020 May 4. [Epub ahead of print] 

 Bollyky TJ, Gostin LO, Hamburg MA. The equitable distribution of covid-19 therapeutics and vaccines. 

JAMA. 2020 May 7. [Epub ahead of print] 

 Childress JF, Childress MD. What does the evolution from informed consent to shared decision making 

teach us about authority in health care? AMA J Ethics. 2020 May 1; 22: E423-429.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Cleveland Manchanda E, Couillard C, Sivashanker K. Inequity in crisis standards of care. N Engl J Med. 

2020 May 13. [Epub ahead of print] 

 Dickert NW, Bernard AM, Brabson JM, et al. Partnering with patients to bridge gaps in consent for acute 

care research. Am J Bioeth. 2020 Jun; 20: 7-17.  

 Fabiano J. Technological moral enhancement or traditional moral progress? Why not both? J Med Ethics. 

2020 Mar 30. [Epub ahead of print] 

 Goldberg AL. How bioethics and case law diverge in assessments of mental capacity: An argument for a 

narrative coherence standard. AJOB Neurosci. 2020 Jan-Mar; 11: 7-17.  

 High KP, Zieman S, Gurwitz J, et al. Use of functional assessment to define therapeutic goals and 

treatment. J Am Geriatr Soc. 2019 Sep; 67: 1782-1790.  

 

“As a vague and imprecise rubric, shared decision making encompasses several different 
approaches. Narrower approaches presuppose an individualistic account of autonomy, while 
broader approaches view autonomy as relational and hold that clinician-patient 
relationships grounded in good communication can assist decision making and foster 
autonomous choices.”  

        (Childress & Childress) 

https://www.bmj.com/content/bmj/369/bmj.m1509.full.pdf
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.1002/jhrm.21388
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.1002/jhrm.21388
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/articlepdf/2765699/jama_berwick_2020_vp_200085.pdf
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/articlepdf/2765944/jama_bollyky_2020_vp_200082.pdf
https://journalofethics.ama-assn.org/sites/journalofethics.ama-assn.org/files/2020-04/mhst1-2005.pdf
https://www.nejm.org/doi/pdf/10.1056/NEJMp2011359?articleTools=true
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/15265161.2020.1745931?needAccess=true
https://jme.bmj.com/content/medethics/46/6/405.full.pdf
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/21507740.2019.1704917?needAccess=true
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.1111/jgs.15975
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 Lahey T, Elwyn G. Sliding-scale shared decision making for patients with reduced capacity. AMA Journal 

of Ethics. 2020; 22: 358-364.  

 Pratt B, Cheah PY, Marsh V. Solidarity and community engagement in global health research. Am J 

Bioeth. 2020 Jun; 20: 43-56.  

 Rothstein MA, Wilbanks JT, Beskow LM, et al. Unregulated health research using mobile devices: Ethical 

considerations and policy recommendations. J Law Med Ethics. 2020 Mar; 48: 196-226.  

 Sawyer K, Rosenberg AR. How should adolescent health decision-making authority be shared? AMA 

Journal of Ethics. 2020; 22: 372-379.  

 Secunda K, Wirpsa MJ, Neely KJ, et al. Use and meaning of "goals of care" in the healthcare literature: A 

systematic review and qualitative discourse analysis. J Gen Intern Med. 2020 May; 35: 1559-1566.  

 Selby LV, Aquina CT, Pawlik TM. When a patient regrets having undergone a carefully and jointly 

considered treatment plan, how should her physician respond? AMA Journal of Ethics. 2020; 22: 352-

357.  

 Shafer GJ, Placencia FX. The ethics of disclosing diagnostic errors: What is the researcher's duty? JAMA 

Pediatr. 2020 Mar 16. [Epub ahead of print] 

 Solomon MZ, Wynia M, Gostin LO. Scarcity in the covid-19 pandemic. Hastings Cent Rep. 2020 Mar; 50: 

3.  

 Solomon MZ, Wynia MK, Gostin LO. Covid-19 crisis triage - optimizing health outcomes and disability 

rights. N Engl J Med. 2020 May 19. [Epub ahead of print] 

 Thurston A. The unreasonable patient. JAMA. 2020 May 5; 323: 1698-1699.  

 Williams DR, Cooper LA. Covid-19 and health equity- a new kind of "herd immunity". JAMA. 2020 May 

11. [Epub ahead of print] 

 

 

BIOETHICS IN THE LITERATURE (continued) 

https://journalofethics.ama-assn.org/sites/journalofethics.ama-assn.org/files/2020-04/cscm2-2005_0.pdf
https://journalofethics.ama-assn.org/sites/journalofethics.ama-assn.org/files/2020-04/cscm2-2005_0.pdf
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/15265161.2020.1745930?needAccess=true
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/15265161.2020.1745930?needAccess=true
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.1177/1073110520917047
https://journalofethics.ama-assn.org/sites/journalofethics.ama-assn.org/files/2020-04/cscm4-2005.pdf
https://journalofethics.ama-assn.org/sites/journalofethics.ama-assn.org/files/2020-04/cscm4-2005.pdf
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/31637653
https://journalofethics.ama-assn.org/sites/journalofethics.ama-assn.org/files/2020-04/cscm1-2005_0.pdf
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamapediatrics/article-abstract/2762643?casa_token=ecKGsM64N_4AAAAA:mEObBGT2IdaTFBAJXEl3i7lcIjH_4zW5-VuqdXq8WLjxAhHP602HNM3cYyRXdUVZI6ztf96U7iQ
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamapediatrics/article-abstract/2762643?casa_token=ecKGsM64N_4AAAAA:mEObBGT2IdaTFBAJXEl3i7lcIjH_4zW5-VuqdXq8WLjxAhHP602HNM3cYyRXdUVZI6ztf96U7iQ
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.1002/hast.1093
https://www.nejm.org/doi/pdf/10.1056/NEJMp2008300?articleTools=true
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/article-abstract/2765421?casa_token=1TnuRbgKLbIAAAAA:jPnmNXeOS3koD4m6O1VP05JpOHut0BXe_jbjlmp5gdsARAD0sOvqrzoqZQxoN0vf0HZAYTqehA4
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/articlepdf/2766096/jama_williams_2020_ed_200041.pdf
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BIOETHICS IN THE NEWS 

 When a COVID-19 vaccine becomes available, who should get it first? STAT News, May 23, 2020. 

 Immunity passports: a privacy nightmare or a key to ending lockdowns? BioEdge, May 23, 2020. 

 I accept death. I hope doctors and nurses will, too. The New York Times, May 19, 2020. 

 Should COVID-19 vaccination be compulsory? BioEdge, May 16, 2020. 

 Hard choices put health care workers at risk of mental anguish, PTSG during coronavirus. The 

Conversation, May 14, 2020. 

 Ethics questions swirl around historic Parkinson’s experiment. STAT News, May 14, 2020 

 A model for avoiding unequal treatment during the COVID-19 pandemic. Health Affairs Blog, May 14, 

2020. 

 Routine vaccinations for U.S. children have plummeted 

during the COVID-19 pandemic. STAT News, May 8, 2020. 

 Palliative care helped family face ‘the awful, awful truth.’ 

Kaiser Health News, May 5, 2020.  

 Do not resuscitate. The New York Times, May 4, 2020. 

HISTORY OF MEDICINE SOCIETY 

The University of Iowa History of Medicine Society invites you to visit the John Martin Rare Book Room 
website. On this website you will find resources, digital exhibits, and news/highlights. 

Sir William Osler at his desk. This desk is on exhibit at the John Martin Rare Book Room  
Photo Credit: https://blog.lib.uiowa.edu/hardin/2007/11/07/from-oxford-to-iowa-city-the-desk-of-sir-william-osler/  

https://www.statnews.com/2020/05/23/when-a-covid-19-vaccine-becomes-available-who-should-get-it-first/
https://www.bioedge.org/bioethics/immunity-passports-a-privacy-nightmare-or-the-key-to-ending-lockdowns/13444
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/19/opinion/coronavirus-hospital-workers.html?action=click&module=Opinion&pgtype=Homepage
https://www.bioedge.org/bioethics/should-covid-19-vaccination-be-compulsory/13430
https://theconversation.com/hard-choices-put-health-workers-at-risk-of-mental-anguish-ptsd-during-coronavirus-136812
https://www.statnews.com/2020/05/14/ethics-questions-swirl-around-historic-parkinsons-experiment/
https://www.healthaffairs.org/do/10.1377/hblog20200511.691265/full/
https://www.statnews.com/2020/05/08/childhood-vaccinations-decline-coronavirus-pandemic/
https://www.statnews.com/2020/05/08/childhood-vaccinations-decline-coronavirus-pandemic/
https://khn.org/news/palliative-care-helped-family-face-the-awful-awful-truth/
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/04/opinion/coronavirus-doctors-do-not-resuscitate.html?smid=tw-share
http://www.lib.uiowa.edu/hardin/rbr/
http://www.lib.uiowa.edu/hardin/rbr/
http://www.lib.uiowa.edu/hardin/rbr/exhibits/
https://blog.lib.uiowa.edu/hardin/2007/11/07/from-oxford-to-iowa-city-the-desk-of-sir-william-osler/
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To unsubscribe from the Bioethics and Humanities monthly newsletter, click here. 

Questions or comments? Email the Newsletter Editor.  

BIOETHICS SERVICES AT THE UIHC 

ETHICS CONSULT SERVICE  
This service is a resource for patients, family 
members, or health professionals at UIHC who 
would like help addressing an ethical question or 
problem related to a patient’s care.  Consults can be 
ordered by UIHC clinicians through EPIC. Consults 
can also be requested by calling (319) 356-1616 and 
asking for the ethics consultant on call.  For more 
information, click here. 

 
            
 
 
 

CLINICAL RESEARCH  
ETHICS SERVICE  

We provide free consultation on ethical issues 
related to research design, tissue banking, genetic 
research results, informed consent, and working 
with vulnerable patient populations. In particular, 
we assist clinical investigators in identifying and 
addressing the ethical challenges that frequently 
arise when designing or conducting research with 
human subjects. These include ethical challenges in 
sampling design; randomized and placebo-
controlled studies; participant recruitment and 
informed consent; return of individual-level research 
results; community engagement processes; and 
more.  For more information, click here. 

mailto:Bioethics@healthcare.uiowa.edu?subject=UNSUBSCRIBE
mailto:laura-shinkunas@uiowa.edu
mailto:laura-shinkunas@uiowa.edu
https://uihc.org/ethics-consult-service
https://www.medicine.uiowa.edu/bioethics/research/clinical-research-ethics-consultation-service-crecs

