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WELCOME… 
 

Welcome to the monthly Bioethics and 
Humanities Newsletter provided by the 
Program in Bioethics and Humanities at the 
University of Iowa Carver College of 
Medicine.   
 
Program in Bioethics and Humanities:  
Our Mission  
We are committed to helping healthcare 
professionals explore and understand the 
increasingly complex ethical questions that 
have been brought on by advances in 
medical technology and the health care 
system. We achieve this through education, 
research, and service within the Carver 
College of Medicine, University of Iowa 
Health Care, University of Iowa, and the 
wider Iowa community.   
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BIOETHICS TOPIC OF THE MONTH: 
BRAIN DEATH 
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 Swenson A, Hyde R. Understanding patients' end-of-life goals of care in the emergency 

department. J Am Coll Emerg Physicians Open. 2021 Apr; 2: e12388.  

 

 

 

 

 

 Wolf SM. What has Covid-19 exposed in bioethics? Four myths. Hastings Cent Rep. 2021; 

51: 3-4.  

 Wood S, Schulman K. When vaccine apathy, not hesitancy, drives vaccine disinterest. 

JAMA. 2021 Jun 2. [Epub ahead of print] 

“In a majority of cases, we found a discrepancy between the most important goal of care 
identified by patients and their physicians in the Emergency Department. Our results 
highlight that patients have diverse Goals of Care and that physician perceptions of their 
patients’ goals often are inaccurate.” 

      (Swenson & Hyde) 
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 Desperate for Covid care, undocumented immigrants resort to unproven drugs. The New York Times, 
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 FDA accuses company of distributing unapproved Covid test and using falsified data. STAT News, June 
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 Medical journals blind to racism as health crisis, critics say. The 

New York Times, June 2, 2021.  

 Harms linked to unapproved stem cell interventions highlight 

need for greater FDA enforcement. PEW Research Center, June 

1, 2021. 
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BIOETHICS SERVICES AT THE UIHC 

ETHICS CONSULT  
SERVICE  

This service is a clinical resource for UI Health Care 
personnel who would like help addressing an ethical 
question or problem related to a patient’s care.  
Consults can be ordered through EPIC or by paging 
the ethics consultant on call. For more information, 
click here. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CLINICAL RESEARCH  
ETHICS SERVICE  

We provide free consultation on ethical issues 
related to research design, tissue banking, genetic 
research results, informed consent, and working with 
vulnerable patient populations. In particular, we 
assist clinical investigators in identifying and 
addressing the ethical challenges that frequently 
arise when designing or conducting research with 
human subjects. These include ethical challenges in 
sampling design; randomized and placebo-controlled 
studies; participant recruitment and informed 
consent; return of individual-level research results; 
community engagement processes; and more.  For 
more information, click here. 

To unsubscribe from the Bioethics and Humanities monthly newsletter, click here. 

Questions or comments? Email the Newsletter Editor.  

https://uihc.org/ethics-consult-service
https://www.medicine.uiowa.edu/bioethics/research/clinical-research-ethics-consultation-service-crecs
mailto:Bioethics@healthcare.uiowa.edu?subject=UNSUBSCRIBE
mailto:laura-shinkunas@uiowa.edu
mailto:laura-shinkunas@uiowa.edu

