
1 

WELCOME… 
 

Welcome to the monthly Bioethics and 
Humanities Newsletter provided by the 
Program in Bioethics and Humanities at the 
University of Iowa Carver College of 
Medicine.   
 
Program in Bioethics and Humanities:  
Our Mission  
We are committed to helping healthcare 
professionals explore and understand the 
increasingly complex ethical questions that 
have been brought on by advances in 
medical technology and the health care 
system. We achieve this through education, 
research, and service within the Carver 
College of Medicine, University of Iowa 
Health Care, University of Iowa, and the 
wider Iowa community.   
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The Program 
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BIOETHICS RESOURCES 

COVID-19 ETHICS RESOURCES 

 The AMA Journal of Ethics: Covid-19 Ethics Resource Center 
 Bioethics.net and the American Journal of Bioethics: Bioethics Toolkit Resources for COVID-19 
 Children’s Mercy Kansas City: COVID Pandemic Podcast Series—NEW! 
 The Hastings Center: Ethics Resources on the Coronavirus (COVID-19) 
 Health Affairs: COVID-19 (Coronavirus Disease) Resource Center 
 Johns Hopkins University : Coronavirus Ethics and Policy Insights and Resources 
 John’s Hopkins University: An ethical framework for the COVID-19 reopening process—NEW! 
 Johns Hopkins Center for Health Security: What US Hospitals Should Do Now to Prepare for a COVID-19 

Pandemic 
 UIHC Ethics Rounds (6/17/20): Life, liberty, and COVID-19: An ethical examination of social distancing—

NEW! 
 UNC Center for Bioethics: Pandemic Ethics Resources—NEW! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RESOURCES ON CRISIS STANDARDS OF CARE, RESOURCE ALLOCATION 

AND TRIAGE DECISION MAKING 
 

 ASPR TRACIE Topic Collection: Crisis Standards of Care 
 Institute of Medicine (2012): Crisis Standards of Care: A Systems Framework for Catastrophic Disaster 

Response 
 Minnesota Department of Health (2019): Patient Care Strategies for Scarce Resource Situations 
 Minnesota Department of Health (2020): Minnesota Crisis Standards of Care Framework 
 New York State Task Force on Life and the Law, New York State Department of Health (2015): 

Ventilator Allocation Guidelines 
 The Pandemic Influenza Ethics Initiative Work Group of the Veteran’s Health Administration’s National 

Center for Ethics in Health Care (2010): Meeting the Challenge of Pandemic Influenza: Ethical Guidance 
for Leaders and Health Care Professionals in the Veterans Health Administration 

https://journalofethics.ama-assn.org/covid-19-ethics-resource-center
http://www.bioethics.net/2020/03/bioethics-toolkit-resources-for-covid-19/
https://www.childrensmercy.org/health-care-providers/bioethics-center/bioethics-webinars-and-podcasts/bioethics-podcast-series/
https://www.thehastingscenter.org/ethics-resources-on-the-coronavirus/
https://www.healthaffairs.org/covid-19-coronavirus-disease?utm_source=Newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_content=COVID-19%3A+US+Hospital+Capacity+And+Projected+Need+For+Coronavirus+Disease+Care%3B+Paid+Sick+Leave%3B+Politics%2C+Partisanship%2C+And+The+ACA&utm
https://bioethics.jhu.edu/research-and-outreach/covid-19-bioethics-expert-insights/
https://bioethics.jhu.edu/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/FINAL-SNF-Agora-Covid-19.pdf
http://www.centerforhealthsecurity.org/cbn/2020/cbnreport-02272020.html
http://www.centerforhealthsecurity.org/cbn/2020/cbnreport-02272020.html
https://medicine.uiowa.edu/bioethics/sites/medicine.uiowa.edu.bioethics/files/AKunz%20-%20Life%20Liberty%20and%20COVID-19.pdf
https://bioethics.unc.edu/pandemic-ethics-resources/
https://asprtracie.hhs.gov/technical-resources/63/crisis-standards-of-care/0
https://www.nap.edu/catalog/13351/crisis-standards-of-care-a-systems-framework-for-catastrophic-disaster
https://www.nap.edu/catalog/13351/crisis-standards-of-care-a-systems-framework-for-catastrophic-disaster
https://www.health.state.mn.us/communities/ep/surge/crisis/standards.pdf
https://www.health.state.mn.us/communities/ep/surge/crisis/conops.pdf
https://www.health.ny.gov/regulations/task_force/reports_publications/docs/ventilator_guidelines.pdf
https://www.ethics.va.gov/docs/pandemicflu/Meeting_the_Challenge_of_Pan_Flu-Ethical_Guidance_VHA_20100701.pdf
https://www.ethics.va.gov/docs/pandemicflu/Meeting_the_Challenge_of_Pan_Flu-Ethical_Guidance_VHA_20100701.pdf


3 

BIOETHICS IN THE LITERATURE 

 Berwick DM. The moral determinants of health. JAMA. 2020 Jun 12.[Epub ahead of print]  

 Cho HL, Grady C, Tarzian A, et al. Patient and family descriptions of ethical concerns. Am J Bioeth. 2020 

Jun; 20: 52-64.  

 Chwistek M. "Are you wearing your white coat?": Telemedicine in the time of pandemic. JAMA. 2020 Jun 

25. [Epub ahead of print] 

 Emanuel EJ, Persad G, Upshur R, et al. Fair allocation of scarce medical resources in the time of Covid-19. 

N Engl J Med. 2020 May 21; 382: 2049-2055.  

 Gostin LO, Friedman EA. Health inequalities. Hastings Cent Rep. 2020 May 1. [Epub ahead of print] 

 Harkin DW. Covid-19: Balancing personal risk and professional duty. BMJ. 2020 Apr 29; 369: m1606.  

 Haward MF, Janvier A, Moore GP, et al. Should extremely premature babies get ventilators during the 

covid-19 crisis? Am J Bioeth. 2020 May 13. [Epub ahead of print] 

 Huxtable R. Covid-19: Where is the national ethical guidance? BMC Med Ethics. 2020 May 1; 21: 32.  

 Jacobsen JC, Tran KM, Jackson VA, et al. Case 19-2020: A 74-year-old man with acute respiratory failure 

and unclear goals of care. N Engl J Med. 2020 May 27. [Epub ahead of print] 

 Jeffrey DI. Relational ethical approaches to the covid-19 pandemic. J Med Ethics. 2020 Jun 10. [Epub 

ahead if print]  

 Lydiatt MF, Lydiatt WM. Why teachers and learners of medicine need portraiture. AMA Journal of 

Ethics. 2020; 22: 499-504.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 Morley G, Grady C, McCarthy J, et al. Covid-19: Ethical challenges for nurses. Hastings Cent Rep. 2020 

May 14. [Epub ahead of print] 

 Pope TM. Brain death testing: Time for national uniformity. Am J Bioeth. 2020 Jun; 20: 1-3.  

“Learning to become comfortable with silence can also help trainees navigate ambiguity and 
uncertainty during clinical encounters and experiences in which clinicians, patients, and 
their loved ones try to make sense of information on which to base important health 
decisions.” 

        (Lydiatt & Lydiatt) 

https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/articlepdf/2767353/jama_berwick_2020_vp_200135.pdf
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/15265161.2020.1754500?casa_token=VS5lEVKx5J8AAAAA:CPePJ0hJ4OTlQqtOsvT4CYDvEUOaxmXUWHqRP7wsUomaaTdGOy8iI43Eh8ICUa11uQkPhutwE2mv5Q
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/articlepdf/2767746/jama_chwistek_2020_po_200063.pdf
https://www.nejm.org/doi/pdf/10.1056/NEJMsb2005114?articleTools=true
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7267527/pdf/HAST-9999-na.pdf
https://www.bmj.com/content/bmj/369/bmj.m1606.full.pdf
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/15265161.2020.1764134
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7193541/pdf/12910_2020_Article_478.pdf
https://www.nejm.org/doi/pdf/10.1056/NEJMcpc2002419?articleTools=true
https://jme.bmj.com/content/medethics/early/2020/06/10/medethics-2020-106264.full.pdf
https://journalofethics.ama-assn.org/sites/journalofethics.ama-assn.org/files/2020-05/medu1-2006.pdf
https://journalofethics.ama-assn.org/sites/journalofethics.ama-assn.org/files/2020-05/medu1-2006.pdf
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7272859/pdf/HAST-9999-na.pdf
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/15265161.2020.1758238
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 Schlogl M, C AJ. Maintaining our humanity through the mask: Mindful communication during Covid-

19. J Am Geriatr Soc. 2020 May; 68: E12-E13.  

 Schmidt H. Vaccine rationing and the urgency of social justice in the Covid-19 response. Hastings Cent 

Rep. 2020 May 28. [Epub ahead of print] 

 Shah H. Global problems need social science. Nature. 2020 Jan; 577: 295.  

 Sulmasy DP. Advance care planning and "The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock". JAMA Intern Med. 2020 

Apr 13.20 [Epub ahead of print] 

 Tan SY, Feng JY, Joyce C, et al. Association of hospital 

discharge against medical advice with readmission and in-

hospital mortality. JAMA Netw Open. 2020 Jun 1; 3: 

e206009.  

 Willett LL. The impact of a pass/fail step 1 — a residency 

program director’s view. N Engl J Med. 2020; 382: 2387-

2389.  

 

BIOETHICS IN THE LITERATURE (continued) 

BIOETHICS IN THE NEWS 

 The pandemic broke end-of-life care. The Atlantic, June 16, 2020. 

 A reckoning for health care professionals: Should they be activists too? STAT News, June 16, 2020. 

 Covid-19 driven by racism, say major journals. BioEdge, June 13, 2020. 

 Eugenics president expunged from USC campus. BioEdge, June 13, 2020. 

 ‘The direct result of racism:’ Covid-19 lays bare how discrimination drives health disparities among 

Black people. STAT News, June 9, 2020. 

 The twin pandemics: Covid-19 and racism. BioEdge, June 7, 2020. 

 Contact tracing technology must protect people from discrimination as well as disease. STAT News, 

June 5, 2020. 

 Two elite medical journals retract coronavirus papers over data integrity questions. Science, June 4, 

2020. 

 Bioethics and Black lives: A call for bioethics to speak against 

racial injustice. The Hastings Center Bioethics Forum, June 3, 

2020. 

 Doctors can’t treat COVID-19 effectively without recognizing the 

social justice aspects of health. The Conversation, June 3, 2020. 

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7262056/pdf/JGS-68-E12.pdf
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7283636/pdf/HAST-9999-na.pdf
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7283636/pdf/HAST-9999-na.pdf
https://media.nature.com/original/magazine-assets/d41586-020-00064-x/d41586-020-00064-x.pdf
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamainternalmedicine/articlepdf/2763815/jamainternal_sulmasy_2020_vp_200005.pdf
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamanetworkopen/articlepdf/2767006/tan_2020_oi_200281.pdf
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMp2004929
https://www.theatlantic.com/health/archive/2020/06/palliative-care-covid-19-icu/613072/
https://www.statnews.com/2020/06/16/doctors-protesting-racial-injustice/
https://www.bioedge.org/bioethics/covid-19-driven-by-racism-say-major-journals/13469
https://www.bioedge.org/bioethics/eugenics-president-expunged-from-usc-campus/13468
https://www.statnews.com/2020/06/09/systemic-racism-black-health-disparities/
https://www.statnews.com/2020/06/09/systemic-racism-black-health-disparities/
https://www.bioedge.org/bioethics/the-twin-pandemics-covid-19-and-racism/13463
https://www.statnews.com/2020/06/05/contact-tracing-technology-protect-people-from-discrimination-disease/
https://www.sciencemag.org/news/2020/06/two-elite-medical-journals-retract-coronavirus-papers-over-data-integrity-questions
https://www.thehastingscenter.org/bioethics-and-black-lives-a-call-for-bioethics-to-speak-against-racial-injustice/
https://www.thehastingscenter.org/bioethics-and-black-lives-a-call-for-bioethics-to-speak-against-racial-injustice/
https://theconversation.com/doctors-cant-treat-covid-19-effectively-without-recognizing-the-social-justice-aspects-of-health-138787
https://theconversation.com/doctors-cant-treat-covid-19-effectively-without-recognizing-the-social-justice-aspects-of-health-138787
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To unsubscribe from the Bioethics and Humanities monthly newsletter, click here. 

Questions or comments? Email the Newsletter Editor.  

BIOETHICS SERVICES AT THE UIHC 

ETHICS CONSULT SERVICE  
This service is a resource for patients, family 
members, or health professionals at UIHC who 
would like help addressing an ethical question or 
problem related to a patient’s care.  Consults can be 
ordered by UIHC clinicians through EPIC. Consults 
can also be requested by calling (319) 356-1616 and 
asking for the ethics consultant on call.  For more 
information, click here. 

 
            
 
 
 

CLINICAL RESEARCH  
ETHICS SERVICE  

We provide free consultation on ethical issues 
related to research design, tissue banking, genetic 
research results, informed consent, and working 
with vulnerable patient populations. In particular, 
we assist clinical investigators in identifying and 
addressing the ethical challenges that frequently 
arise when designing or conducting research with 
human subjects. These include ethical challenges in 
sampling design; randomized and placebo-
controlled studies; participant recruitment and 
informed consent; return of individual-level research 
results; community engagement processes; and 
more.  For more information, click here. 

mailto:Bioethics@healthcare.uiowa.edu?subject=UNSUBSCRIBE
mailto:laura-shinkunas@uiowa.edu
mailto:laura-shinkunas@uiowa.edu
https://uihc.org/ethics-consult-service
https://www.medicine.uiowa.edu/bioethics/research/clinical-research-ethics-consultation-service-crecs

