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WELCOME… 
 

Welcome to the monthly Bioethics and 
Humanities Newsletter provided by the 
Program in Bioethics and Humanities at the 
University of Iowa Carver College of 
Medicine.   
 
Program in Bioethics and Humanities:  
Our Mission  
We are committed to helping healthcare 
professionals explore and understand the 
increasingly complex ethical questions that 
have been brought on by advances in 
medical technology and the health care 
system. We achieve this through education, 
research, and service within the Carver 
College of Medicine, University of Iowa 
Health Care, University of Iowa, and the 
wider Iowa community.   
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BIOETHICS TOPIC OF THE MONTH: 
ETHICS IN INTENSIVE CARE 

Key References and Resources 
 

 Bosslet GT, Pope TM, Rubenfeld GD, et al. An official ATS/AACN/ACCP/ESICM/SCCM policy statement: 

Responding to requests for potentially inappropriate treatments in intensive care units. Am J Respir Crit Care 

Med. 2015 Jun 1; 191: 1318-1330.  

 Chang DW, Neville TH, Parrish J, et al. Evaluation of time-limited trials among critically ill patients with advanced 

medical illnesses and reduction of nonbeneficial ICU treatments. JAMA Intern Med. 2021 Jun; 181: 786-794.  

 Crippen D, Burrows D, Stocchetti N, et al. Ethics roundtable: 'Open-ended ICU care: Can we afford it?'. Crit Care. 

2010; 14: 222.  

 Hadler RA, Clapp JT, Chung JJ, et al. Escalation and withdrawal of treatment for patients on extracorporeal 

membrane oxygenation: A qualitative study. Ann Surg. 2021 Mar 4.  

 Hamric AB, Blackhall LJ. Nurse-physician perspectives on the care of dying patients in intensive care units: 

Collaboration, moral distress, and ethical climate. Crit Care Med. 2007 Feb; 35: 422-429.  

 Khandelwal N, Kross EK, Engelberg RA, et al. Estimating the effect of palliative care interventions and advance 

care planning on icu utilization: A systematic review. Crit Care Med. 2015 May; 43: 1102-1111.  

 Kon AA, Shepard EK, Sederstrom NO, et al. Defining futile and potentially inappropriate interventions: A policy 

statement from the society of critical care medicine ethics committee. Crit Care Med. 2016 Sep; 44: 1769-1774.  

 Luce JM, White DB. A history of ethics and law in the intensive care unit. Crit Care Clin. 2009 Jan; 25: 221-237, x.  

 Nelson SE. Covid-19 and ethics in the ICU. Crit Care. 2020 Aug 25; 24: 519.  

 Rischbieh A, Benbenishty J. Ethical issues in critical care. Nurse Key, 2016.  

 Rocker G, Cook D, Sjokvist P, et al. Clinician predictions of intensive care unit mortality. Crit Care Med. 2004 

May; 32: 1149-1154.  

 Scheunemann LP, McDevitt M, Carson SS, et al. Randomized, 

controlled trials of interventions to improve communication in 

intensive care: A systematic review. Chest. 2011 Mar; 139: 543-554.  

 White DB, Lo B. Mitigating inequities and saving lives with ICU triage 

during the covid-19 pandemic. Am J Respir Crit Care Med. 2021 Feb; 

203: 287-295.  

 Zier LS, Burack JH, Micco G, et al. Doubt and belief in physicians' 

ability to prognosticate during critical illness: The perspective of 

surrogate decision makers. Crit Care Med. 2008 Aug; 36: 2341-2347.  

 

 Truog et al. Crit Care Med. 2001; 29: 2332-

2348.  

https://www.atsjournals.org/doi/pdf/10.1164/rccm.201505-0924ST
https://www.atsjournals.org/doi/pdf/10.1164/rccm.201505-0924ST
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamainternalmedicine/articlepdf/2778535/jamainternal_chang_2021_oi_210011_1622845427.95009.pdf
https://air.unimi.it/retrieve/handle/2434/162002/156767/Stocchetti.pdf
https://journals.lww.com/annalsofsurgery/Abstract/9000/Escalation_and_Withdrawal_of_Treatment_for.93666.aspx
https://journals.lww.com/ccmjournal/Fulltext/2007/02000/Family_physician_interactions_in_the_intensive.13.aspx
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4499326/pdf/nihms699588.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1097/CCM.0000000000001965
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC2679963/pdf/nihms106526.pdf
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7447086/pdf/13054_2020_Article_3250.pdf
https://nursekey.com/ethical-issues-in-critical-care/
https://journals.lww.com/ccmjournal/Fulltext/2004/05000/Clinician_predictions_of_intensive_care_unit.10.aspx
https://doi.org/10.1378/chest.10-0595
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7874325/pdf/rccm.202010-3809CP.pdf
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC2628287/pdf/nihms-85681.pdf
https://journals.lww.com/ccmjournal/Fulltext/2001/12000/Recommendations_for_end_of_life_care_in_the.17.aspx
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BIOETHICS IN THE LITERATURE  
 Blout Zawatsky CL, Shah N, Machini K, et al. Returning actionable genomic results in a research 

biobank: Analytic validity, clinical implementation, and resource utilization. Am J Hum Genet. 2021 Dec 

2; 108: 2224-2237.  

 Carter BS. An ethical rationale for perinatal palliative care. Semin Perinatol. Available online 2021 Nov 

9, 151526.  

 Chieze M, Clavien C, Kaiser S, et al. Coercive measures in psychiatry: A review of ethical arguments. 

Front Psychiatry. 2021; 12: 790886.  

 George LS, Polacek LC, Lynch K, et al. Reconciling the prospect of disease progression with goals and 

expectations: Development and validation of a measurement model in advanced cancer. 

Psychooncology. Published Online First: 2022 Jan 4. 

 Iwai Y, Holdren S, Rosen LT, et al. Narrative trajectories of disaster response: Ethical preparedness 

from Katrina to Covid-19. Medical Humanities. Published Online First: 2021 Dec 20.  

 Jacobsen J, Bernacki R, Paladino J. Shifting to serious illness communication. JAMA. Published Online 

First: 2022 Jan 7. 

 Johnson LSM. Shifting the moral burden: Expanding moral status and moral agency. Health Hum 

Rights. 2021 Dec; 23: 63-73.  

 Ladin K, Bronzi OC, Gazarian PK, et al. Understanding the use of Medicare procedure codes for advance 

care planning: A national qualitative study. Health Aff (Millwood). 2022 Jan; 41: 112-119.  

 Palmer A, Schwan D. Beneficent dehumanization: Employing artificial intelligence and carebots to 

mitigate shame-induced barriers to medical care. Bioethics. 2022 Feb; 36: 187-193.  

 Peetz A, Kuzemchak M, Hammack C, et al. Trauma surgeons' perceptions of resuscitating lethally 

injured patients for organ preservation. Am Surg. Published Online First: 2021 Dec 28, 

31348211065100.  

 Reed-Berendt R, Dove ES, Pareek M. The ethical implications of big data research in public health: "Big 

data ethics by design" in the UK-REACH study. Ethics Hum Res. 2022 Jan; 44: 2-17.  

 

 

“Thinking of coercive measures not only as safety and risk reduction methods, but also as 
part of a process aiming to rebuild identity and autonomy in the medium term, could result 
in coercion processes that are more acceptable to patients and caregivers.” 

      (Chieze et al.) 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ajhg.2021.10.005
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.semperi.2021.151526
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC8712490/pdf/fpsyt-12-790886.pdf
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.1002/pon.5878
https://mh.bmj.com/content/medhum/early/2021/12/19/medhum-2021-012194.full.pdf
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/articlepdf/2788065/jama_jacobsen_2022_vp_210152_1641499755.20458.pdf
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC8694299/pdf/hhr-23-063.pdf
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC8694299/pdf/hhr-23-063.pdf
https://www.healthaffairs.org/doi/pdf/10.1377/hlthaff.2021.00848
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.1111/bioe.12986
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.1177/00031348211065100
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.1002/eahr.500111
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BIOETHICS IN THE LITERATURE (CONTINUED) 

 Tian YJA. The ethical unjustifications of covid-19 triage committees. J Bioeth Inq. 2021 Dec; 18: 621-

628.  

 Vranas KC, Plinke W, Bourne D, et al. The influence of POLST on treatment intensity at the end of 

life: A systematic review. J Am Geriatr Soc. 2021 Dec; 69: 3661-3674.  

 Wilson Y. Empathy and structural injustice in the assessment of patient noncompliance. Bioethics. 

Published Online First: 2021 Dec 30. 

BIOETHICS IN THE NEWS 
 It’s staff, not stuff: Applying crisis standards of care to allocating health care workers. STAT News, 

January 21, 2022. 

 Study finds bias against Black patients written into medical charts. Axios, January 20, 2022. 

 Pig heart transplant: was David Bennett the right person to receive groundbreaking surgery? The 

Conversation, January 19, 2022. 

 Arkansas inmates are suing after being given ivermectin to treat COVID-19. NPR, January 18, 2022. 

 Artificial intelligence can discriminate on the basis of race and gender, and also age. The 

Conversation, January 18, 2022. 

 Opinion: After the pig-to-human heart transplant, the 

FDA, clinicians and insurers have some catching up to 

do. The Washington Post, January 13, 2022. 

 Teaching self-care alongside patient care. Internal 

Medicine at Iowa, January 7, 2022. 

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC8715149/pdf/11673_2021_Article_10132.pdf
https://agsjournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.1111/jgs.17447
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.1111/bioe.12996
https://www.statnews.com/2022/01/21/expand-crisis-standards-of-care-to-allocating-health-care-workers/
https://www.axios.com/racial-bias-electronic-health-records-4b6549eb-f32d-4568-9838-d0b1c657696c.html
https://theconversation.com/pig-heart-transplant-was-david-bennett-the-right-person-to-receive-groundbreaking-surgery-174991
https://theconversation.com/pig-heart-transplant-was-david-bennett-the-right-person-to-receive-groundbreaking-surgery-174991
https://www.npr.org/2022/01/18/1073846967/arkansas-inmates-ivermectin-lawsuit-covid-19
https://theconversation.com/artificial-intelligence-can-discriminate-on-the-basis-of-race-and-gender-and-also-age-173617
https://theconversation.com/artificial-intelligence-can-discriminate-on-the-basis-of-race-and-gender-and-also-age-173617
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2022/01/13/what-comes-after-pig-to-human-transplant-breakthrough/
https://internalmedicineiowa.org/2022/01/07/teaching-self-care-alongside-patient-care/
https://internalmedicineiowa.org/2022/01/07/teaching-self-care-alongside-patient-care/
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BIOETHICS SERVICES AT THE UIHC 

ETHICS CONSULT  
SERVICE  

This service is a clinical resource for UI Health Care 
personnel who would like help addressing an ethical 
question or problem related to a patient’s care.  
Consults can be ordered through EPIC or by paging 
the ethics consultant on call. For more information, 
click here. 

 
            
 
 
 
 

 

CLINICAL RESEARCH  
ETHICS SERVICE  

We provide free consultation on ethical issues 
related to research design, tissue banking, genetic 
research results, informed consent, and working with 
vulnerable patient populations. In particular, we 
assist clinical investigators in identifying and 
addressing the ethical challenges that frequently 
arise when designing or conducting research with 
human subjects. These include ethical challenges in 
sampling design; randomized and placebo-controlled 
studies; participant recruitment and informed 
consent; return of individual-level research results; 
community engagement processes; and more.  For 
more information, click here. 

To unsubscribe from the Bioethics and Humanities monthly newsletter, click here. 

Questions or comments? Email the Newsletter Editor.  

https://uihc.org/ethics-consult-service
https://www.medicine.uiowa.edu/bioethics/research/clinical-research-ethics-consultation-service-crecs
mailto:Bioethics@healthcare.uiowa.edu?subject=UNSUBSCRIBE
mailto:laura-shinkunas@uiowa.edu
mailto:laura-shinkunas@uiowa.edu

