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WELCOME… 
 

Welcome to the monthly Bioethics and 
Humanities Newsletter provided by the 
Program in Bioethics and Humanities at the 
University of Iowa Carver College of 
Medicine.   
 
Program in Bioethics and Humanities:  
Our Mission  
We are committed to helping healthcare 
professionals explore and understand the 
increasingly complex ethical questions that 
have been brought on by advances in 
medical technology and the health care 
system. We achieve this through education, 
research, and service within the Carver 
College of Medicine, University of Iowa 
Health Care, University of Iowa, and the 
wider Iowa community.   
 
More Details About  
The Program 

Program in Bioe thics  and Humanit ies  
Carver  College of Medic ine  

Volume 8, Issue 2 
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BIOETHICS RESOURCES 

COVID-19 ETHICS RESOURCES 

 2020 Survey of America’s Physicians: Covid-19 Impact Edition 
 The Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices’ (ACIP): Ethical principles for allocating initial 

supplies of COVID-19 vaccine—United States, 2020 
 The AMA Journal of Ethics: Covid-19 Ethics Resource Center 
 Bioethics.net and the American Journal of Bioethics: Bioethics Toolkit Resources for COVID-19 
 The Hastings Center: Ethics Resources on the Coronavirus (COVID-19) 
 The Hastings Center: Ethical challenges in the middle tier of Covid-19 vaccine allocation—NEW! 
 The Hasting Center Report May/Jun 2020 Issue (dedicated to COVID-19) 
 Health Affairs: COVID-19 (Coronavirus Disease) Resource Center 
 Johns Hopkins University : Coronavirus Ethics and Policy Insights and Resources 
 John’s Hopkins University: An ethical framework for the COVID-19 reopening process 
 John’s Hopkins University Center for Health Security: Interim Framework for COVID-19 vaccine 

allocation and distribution in the United States 
 Seton Hall University: COVID Ethics Series—NEW! 
 UIHC Ethics Rounds (6/17/20): Life, liberty, and COVID-19: An ethical examination of social distancing 
 UNC Center for Bioethics: Pandemic Ethics Resources 
 World Health Organization: Ethics and Covid-19: Resource allocation and priority-setting 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

RESOURCES ON CRISIS STANDARDS OF CARE, RESOURCE ALLOCATION 
AND TRIAGE DECISION MAKING 

 

 ASPR TRACIE Topic Collection: Crisis Standards of Care 
 Institute of Medicine (2012): Crisis Standards of Care: A Systems Framework for Catastrophic Disaster 

Response 
 Minnesota Department of Health (2019): Patient Care Strategies for Scarce Resource Situations 
 Minnesota Department of Health (2020): Minnesota Crisis Standards of Care Framework 
 New York State Task Force on Life and the Law, New York State Department of Health (2015): 

Ventilator Allocation Guidelines 
 The Pandemic Influenza Ethics Initiative Work Group of the Veteran’s Health Administration’s National 

Center for Ethics in Health Care (2010): Meeting the Challenge of Pandemic Influenza: Ethical Guidance 
for Leaders and Health Care Professionals in the Veterans Health Administration 

https://physiciansfoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/2020-Physicians-Foundation-Survey-Part2.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/69/wr/pdfs/mm6947e3-H.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/69/wr/pdfs/mm6947e3-H.pdf
https://journalofethics.ama-assn.org/covid-19-ethics-resource-center
http://www.bioethics.net/2020/03/bioethics-toolkit-resources-for-covid-19/
https://www.thehastingscenter.org/ethics-resources-on-the-coronavirus/
https://www.thehastingscenter.org/ethical-challenges-in-the-middle-tier-of-covid-19-vaccine-allocation/
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/1552146x/2020/50/3
https://www.healthaffairs.org/covid-19-coronavirus-disease?utm_source=Newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_content=COVID-19%3A+US+Hospital+Capacity+And+Projected+Need+For+Coronavirus+Disease+Care%3B+Paid+Sick+Leave%3B+Politics%2C+Partisanship%2C+And+The+ACA&utm
https://bioethics.jhu.edu/research-and-outreach/covid-19-bioethics-expert-insights/
https://bioethics.jhu.edu/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/FINAL-SNF-Agora-Covid-19.pdf
https://www.centerforhealthsecurity.org/our-work/pubs_archive/pubs-pdfs/2020/200819-vaccine-allocation.pdf
https://www.centerforhealthsecurity.org/our-work/pubs_archive/pubs-pdfs/2020/200819-vaccine-allocation.pdf
https://library.shu.edu/COVIDEthics/
https://medicine.uiowa.edu/bioethics/sites/medicine.uiowa.edu.bioethics/files/AKunz%20-%20Life%20Liberty%20and%20COVID-19.pdf
https://bioethics.unc.edu/pandemic-ethics-resources/
https://www.who.int/ethics/publications/ethics-covid-19-resource-allocation.pdf?ua=1
https://asprtracie.hhs.gov/technical-resources/63/crisis-standards-of-care/0
https://www.nap.edu/catalog/13351/crisis-standards-of-care-a-systems-framework-for-catastrophic-disaster
https://www.nap.edu/catalog/13351/crisis-standards-of-care-a-systems-framework-for-catastrophic-disaster
https://www.health.state.mn.us/communities/ep/surge/crisis/standards.pdf
https://www.health.state.mn.us/communities/ep/surge/crisis/conops.pdf
https://www.health.ny.gov/regulations/task_force/reports_publications/docs/ventilator_guidelines.pdf
https://www.ethics.va.gov/docs/pandemicflu/Meeting_the_Challenge_of_Pan_Flu-Ethical_Guidance_VHA_20100701.pdf
https://www.ethics.va.gov/docs/pandemicflu/Meeting_the_Challenge_of_Pan_Flu-Ethical_Guidance_VHA_20100701.pdf
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 McCaffrey MJ (2016).  Trisomy 13 and 18: Selecting the road previously not taken.  Am J Med Genet Part C 
Semin Med Genet. 172C:251-256. 

 Ross LF, Swota AH (2017).  The best interest standard: Same name but different roles in pediatric bioethics and 
child rights frameworks.  Perspect Biol Med. 60(2):186-197. 
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BIOETHICS TOPIC OF THE MONTH: 
TRISOMY 18 

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4949802/pdf/sjp-14-76.pdf
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s00246-020-02444-6
https://dl.uswr.ac.ir/bitstream/Hannan/87765/1/Pediqatrics%202018%20Volume%20142%20Issue%201%20July%20%2832%29.pdf
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamapediatrics/article-abstract/1263345?casa_token=dYVKJwhxTfwAAAAA:gvOd4W2APsRnZPoqm8Ze62LObtPIyzqVEaMklkYq7ipBykNRsF7RWwFZ17YqaQckjY-pdCErzg
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.1002/ajmg.a.36298
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamapediatrics/article-abstract/2601244?casa_token=12L_RHC-IAcAAAAA:m5iYNExTHSSA3bJZZOAb4-nrawR4offWbkDQ0QeSYy96t9H9OhGpv6DEOtZ8pQWwVhwuVr13BQ
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/pdf/10.1002/ajmg.a.36687?casa_token=e1yQKRUgoNsAAAAA:N7z-JJwiLElb7M-KuG_iaBJxq7x04INL84tceOpgw2O_0ZXhmmQmumDml799Rp5GTkvxFo4NZgjhyf0
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.1002/ajmg.a.37807
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/pdf/10.1002/ajmg.c.31526?casa_token=M0c3TM71Eu0AAAAA:jffwzpcZVmgBQOnpNdMbZTT87Nk-H18JxUdVPSguaFUX0-tgsI8141jaR0g16qG9zo0CU7P0Nhya25I
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.1177/0269216319860662?casa_token=C0pYkuICckwAAAAA:Dy2rE8DOPAhjKncWDiWbpo8qgc7sSKaSUCzfnXSpiVy9wbuO_a8zaVL-1_M1l940s434jMQDPHn9
https://pediatrics.aappublications.org/content/pediatrics/130/2/293.full.pdf
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/pdf/10.1111/apa.12424?casa_token=DOPdz9E1At0AAAAA:n2mkZFUonltaQ-qj1pVSsoM_0QMvsaQH9MT1doq7uvWA5lKOVKq5sIdadev9eZLtA0TgdplQsw7MFc0
https://journals.lww.com/co-pediatrics/fulltext/2014/04000/Evolving_medical_and_surgical_management_of.8.aspx?casa_token=d5WakIEl8MIAAAAA:S-M0up5NPYIbYDRS8WAGaF0dwnwTfIycBCXuoIboMck1OC-AwjAfC_TSMVJhtLHHSj1p3fdU-G24y0bGm44TlO0
https://journals.lww.com/co-pediatrics/fulltext/2014/04000/Evolving_medical_and_surgical_management_of.8.aspx?casa_token=d5WakIEl8MIAAAAA:S-M0up5NPYIbYDRS8WAGaF0dwnwTfIycBCXuoIboMck1OC-AwjAfC_TSMVJhtLHHSj1p3fdU-G24y0bGm44TlO0
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/pdf/10.1002/ajmg.c.31512?casa_token=xHfSXYFysUQAAAAA:w3ZKUOsPZinu90RqCcwyypFk96u1XDzDcNMUp62rw97hm_wnO3OoeG4NhnllUVp9Vx9fGx8xcaw_0LI
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/pdf/10.1002/ajmg.c.31512?casa_token=xHfSXYFysUQAAAAA:w3ZKUOsPZinu90RqCcwyypFk96u1XDzDcNMUp62rw97hm_wnO3OoeG4NhnllUVp9Vx9fGx8xcaw_0LI
https://muse.jhu.edu/article/678433/pdf?casa_token=uiifB0XoW2sAAAAA:VoXA39yJqQti98rVqbX0V1tHSvggLPmPywZb83Okt-LeJUGf5a6zD8duyEdsL79LaP1XNcA10w
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s00431-019-03531-4
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BIOETHICS IN THE LITERATURE  

 Bhatt H, Singh S. The ethical dilemma of ventilator sharing during the covid-19 pandemic. J Glob Health. 

2020 Dec; 10: 020392.  

 Borrell LN, Elhawary JR, Fuentes-Afflick E, et al. Race and genetic ancestry in medicine - a time for 

reckoning with racism. N Engl J Med. 2021 Jan 6. [Epub ahead of print] 

 Chelouche T, Wynia MK. Why does medical participation in the Holocaust still matter? AMA J Ethics. 

2021; 23: 3-5.  

 Earp BD, Lewis J, Hart CL. Racial justice requires ending the war on drugs. Am J Bioeth. 2021: 1-29.  

 Fritz KG. Unjustified asymmetry: Positive claims of conscience and heartbeat bills. Am J Bioeth. 2021: 1-

20.  

 Gostin LO, Salmon DA, Larson HJ. Mandating covid-19 vaccines. JAMA. 2020 Dec 29. [Epub ahead of 

print] 

 Gupta A, Bahl B, Rabadi S, et al. Value of advance care directives for patients with serious illness in the 

era of covid pandemic: A review of challenges and solutions. Am J Hosp Palliat Care. 2021 Feb; 38: 191-

198.  

 Ho CY, Kow CS, Chia CHJ, et al. The impact of death and dying on the personhood of medical students: A 

systematic scoping review. BMC Med Educ. 2020 Dec 28; 20: 516.  

 Hsu NS, Hendriks S, Ramos KM, et al. Ethical considerations of covid-19-related adjustments to clinical 

research. Nature Medicine. 2021 Jan 25. [Epub ahead of print]  

 Johnson-Arbor K, Verstraete R. No bad blood-surviving severe anemia without transfusion. JAMA Intern 

Med. 2021 Jan 1; 181: 7-8.  

 London AJ. Self-defeating codes of medical ethics and how to fix them: Failures in covid-19 response and 

beyond. Am J Bioeth. 2021 2021; 21: 4-13.  

 Orfali K. Getting to the truth: Ethics, trust, and triage in the united states versus Europe during the covid

-19 pandemic. Hastings Cent Rep. 2021 Jan 24. [Epub ahead of print] 

 Takla A, Savulescu J, Wilkinson DJC. A 

conscious choice: Is it ethical to aim for 

unconsciousness at the end of life? 

Bioethics. 2020 Dec 17. [Epub ahead of 

print] 

 Wynia MK. How should clinicians’ 

involvement in the Holocaust inform 

contemporary responsibilities to protect 

public safety? AMA J Ethics. 2021; 23: 6-

11.  

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7688199/pdf/jogh-10-020392.pdf
https://www.nejm.org/doi/pdf/10.1056/NEJMms2029562?articleTools=true
https://journalofethics.ama-assn.org/sites/journalofethics.ama-assn.org/files/2021-01/fred1-2101.pdf
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/15265161.2020.1861364?needAccess=true
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/15265161.2020.1863514?needAccess=true
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/articlepdf/2774712/jama_gostin_2020_vp_200267_1609194733.17292.pdf
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.1177/1049909120963698
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7768997/pdf/12909_2020_Article_2411.pdf
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41591-020-01216-2.pdf
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamainternalmedicine/articlepdf/2772941/jamainternal_johnsonarbor_2020_pp_200014_1609365361.84692.pdf
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamainternalmedicine/articlepdf/2772941/jamainternal_johnsonarbor_2020_pp_200014_1609365361.84692.pdf
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/15265161.2020.1845854?needAccess=true
1.%09Orfali%20K.%20Getting%20to%20the%20truth:%20Ethics,%20trust,%20and%20triage%20in%20the%20united%20states%20versus%20europe%20during%20the%20covid-19%20pandemic.%20Hastings%20Cent%20Rep.%202021%20Jan%2024.2021/01/25.
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/pdfdirect/10.1111/bioe.12838?download=true
https://journalofethics.ama-assn.org/sites/journalofethics.ama-assn.org/files/2020-12/cscm1-2101.pdf
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“In January 2021, Nova Scotia will become the first place in Canada to have ‘deemed 
consent’  for organ donation. Under this law, it will be assumed that people who don’t 
document their wishes about organ donation have consented to becoming organ donors. 
This is sometimes called an ‘opt-out’ system, and is used in some European countries.”  

      (The Conversation, January 17, 2021) 

 Communities of color falling behind in America’s vaccine effort. Axios. January 26. 2021. 

 Family splits over fate of unresponsive man in England. BioEdge, January 24, 2021.  

 Filing suit for ‘wrongful life.’ The New York Times, January 22, 2021. 

 With painstaking effort, Black doctors’ group takes aim at Covid-19 vaccine hesitancy. STAT News, 

January 22, 2021. 

 Fate of independent medical ethics decisions in court’s hands. AMA Advocacy Update Newsletter, 

January 20, 2021.  

 ‘You can’t treat if you can’t empathize:’ Black doctors tackle vaccine hesitancy. NPR, January 19, 2021.  

 Vaccine nationalism puts world on brink of ‘catastrophic moral failure’: WHO chief. Reuters, January 

18, 2021. 

 ‘What if you just don’t tell anyone?’ Why some people pretend they never had COVID-19. The 

Atlantic, January 17, 2021. 

 Opt-out organ donation: Is Nova Scotia’s new ‘deemed consent’ law ethical? The Conversation, 

January 17, 2021. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Coronavirus is driving these nurses to quit: ‘I realized my voice was too small to fix things.’ The Lily, 

January 14, 2021. 

 The bioethics of built health care spaces. Hastings Center Bioethics Forum, January 13, 2021.  

 Vaccines were a chance to redeem failures in the U.S. coronavirus response. What went wrong? The 

Washington Post, January 11, 2021.  

BIOETHICS IN THE NEWS 

https://www.axios.com/coronavirus-vaccines-disparities-racism-d155638d-2aaf-48bc-8f67-f034fb02c5fa.html
https://www.bioedge.org/bioethics/family-splits-over-fate-of-unresponsive-man-in-england/13674
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/01/22/health/elderly-dnr-death-lawsuit.html?smid=em-share
https://www.statnews.com/2021/01/22/for-black-doctors-combatting-covid-19-vaccine-hesitancy-starts-with-listening/
https://www.ama-assn.org/practice-management/sustainability/fate-independent-medical-ethics-decisions-court-s-hands
https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2021/01/19/956015308/you-cant-treat-if-you-cant-empathize-black-doctors-tackle-vaccine-hesitancy
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-who/vaccine-nationalism-puts-world-on-brink-of-catastrophic-moral-failure-who-chief-idUSKBN29N0TB
https://www.theatlantic.com/health/archive/2021/01/people-who-hide-covid/617601/
https://theconversation.com/opt-out-organ-donation-is-nova-scotias-new-deemed-consent-law-ethical-152794
https://www.thelily.com/coronavirus-is-driving-these-nurses-to-quit-i-realized-my-voice-was-too-small-to-fix-things/
https://www.thehastingscenter.org/the-bioethics-of-built-health-care-spaces/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/health/covid-vaccine-slow-rollout/2021/01/11/2e804898-5100-11eb-bda4-615aaefd0555_story.html
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BIOETHICS OPPORTUNITIES 
 

Advancing Social Justice, Health Equity, and Community:  
An Upcoming Hastings Center Event  

 

DATE: Tuesday, February 9,2021 

TIME: 11:00AM-noon CST 

 

Open to the public and FREE of charge 

For more information and to register, click here. 

 

 

 
“The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks:”  
A Discussion of Race and Medical Ethics  

 

SPONSORS: University of Iowa Human Subjects Office 

                       University of Iowa Lecture Committee 

DATE: Tuesday, February 16, 2021 

TIME: 7:00-8:30 PM CST 

  

Open to the public and FREE of charge 

For more information, click here. 

 

 

AJOB Webinar: COVID Vaccines and Allocation 
  

DATE: Wednesday, February 17,2021 

TIME: 11:00AM-12:15PM CST 

  

Open to the public and FREE of charge 

For more information and to register, click here. 

  

https://www.thehastingscenter.org/news/advancing-social-justice-health-equity-and-community/?utm_source=Master+List&utm_campaign=1ecfefd403-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_10_26_05_57_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_5c9274ec4d-1ecfefd403-28711411
https://hso.research.uiowa.edu/january-2021-irb-connection-newsletter#lacks
https://stanford.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_Kn_ISjJlTU62Kx35Em39CA
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To unsubscribe from the Bioethics and Humanities monthly newsletter, click here. 

Questions or comments? Email the Newsletter Editor.  

BIOETHICS SERVICES AT THE UIHC 

ETHICS CONSULT SERVICE  
This service is a resource for patients, family 
members, or health professionals at UIHC who 
would like help addressing an ethical question or 
problem related to a patient’s care.  Consults can be 
ordered by UIHC clinicians through EPIC. Consults 
can also be requested by calling (319) 356-1616 and 
asking for the ethics consultant on call.  For more 
information, click here. 

 
            
 
 
 

CLINICAL RESEARCH  
ETHICS SERVICE  

We provide free consultation on ethical issues 
related to research design, tissue banking, genetic 
research results, informed consent, and working 
with vulnerable patient populations. In particular, 
we assist clinical investigators in identifying and 
addressing the ethical challenges that frequently 
arise when designing or conducting research with 
human subjects. These include ethical challenges in 
sampling design; randomized and placebo-
controlled studies; participant recruitment and 
informed consent; return of individual-level research 
results; community engagement processes; and 
more.  For more information, click here. 

mailto:Bioethics@healthcare.uiowa.edu?subject=UNSUBSCRIBE
mailto:laura-shinkunas@uiowa.edu
mailto:laura-shinkunas@uiowa.edu
https://uihc.org/ethics-consult-service
https://www.medicine.uiowa.edu/bioethics/research/clinical-research-ethics-consultation-service-crecs

