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WELCOME… 
 
Welcome to the monthly Bioethics and 
Humanities Newsletter provided by the 
Program in Bioethics and Humanities at the 
University of Iowa Carver College of 
Medicine.   
 
Program in Bioethics and Humanities:  
Our Mission  
We are commiƩed to helping healthcare 
professionals explore and understand the 
increasingly complex ethical quesƟons that 
have been brought on by advances in 
medical technology and the health care 
system. We achieve this through educaƟon, 
research, and service within the Carver 
College of Medicine, University of Iowa 
Health Care, University of Iowa, and the 
wider Iowa community.   
 
More Details About  
The Program 

Program in Bioe thics  and Humanit ies  
Carver  College of Medic ine  Volume 7, Issue 12 
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BIOETHICS RESOURCES 
COVID-19 ETHICS RESOURCES 

2020 Survey of America’s Physicians: Covid-19 Impact Edition 
The AMA Journal of Ethics: Covid-19 Ethics Resource Center 
Bioethics.net and the American Journal of Bioethics: Bioethics Toolkit Resources for COVID-19 
The Hastings Center: Ethics Resources on the Coronavirus (COVID-19) 
The Hasting Center Report May/Jun 2020 Issue (dedicated to COVID-19) 
Health Affairs: COVID-19 (Coronavirus Disease) Resource Center 
Johns Hopkins University : Coronavirus Ethics and Policy Insights and Resources 
John’s Hopkins University: An ethical framework for the COVID-19 reopening process 
John’s Hopkins University Center for Health Security: Interim Framework for COVID-19 vaccine 
allocation and distribution in the United States 
UIHC Ethics Rounds (6/17/20): Life, liberty, and COVID-19: An ethical examination of social distancing 
UNC Center for Bioethics: Pandemic Ethics Resources 
World Health Organization: Ethics and Covid-19: Resource allocation and priority-setting 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RESOURCES ON CRISIS STANDARDS OF CARE, RESOURCE ALLOCATION 
AND TRIAGE DECISION MAKING 

 

ASPR TRACIE Topic Collection: Crisis Standards of Care 
InsƟtute of Medicine (2012): Crisis Standards of Care: A Systems Framework for Catastrophic Disaster 
Response 
Minnesota Department of Health (2019): Patient Care Strategies for Scarce Resource Situations 
Minnesota Department of Health (2020): Minnesota Crisis Standards of Care Framework 
New York State Task Force on Life and the Law, New York State Department of Health (2015): 
Ventilator Allocation Guidelines 
The Pandemic Influenza Ethics Initiative Work Group of the Veteran’s Health Administration’s National 
Center for Ethics in Health Care (2010): Meeting the Challenge of Pandemic Influenza: Ethical Guidance 
for Leaders and Health Care Professionals in the Veterans Health Administration 
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OATHS AND ETHICS 
 A  E   CCOM S  

(F . 8-M . 4, 2021)  
 

Oaths and Ethics (MED:8413) is an Advanced Elective 
directed by Dr. Kaldjian.  It is a course for CCOM students 
who are in the last phase of the CCOM curriculum.  It aims 
to help students gain a deeper appreciation for the 
meaning and significance of a medical oath, both for 
themselves, and for their profession and society. In this 
four-week elective, students will have the opportunity to 
discuss the history and purpose of medical oaths, examine 
the content of medical oaths in terms of ethical values and 
obligations, reflect on ethical principles and virtues 
communicated in ethics-related seminars at UIHC, and 
write a medical oath that crystalizes their own most 
important professional commitments.  
 
 
The elecƟve is full for 2021, but students who are 
interested in taking this elecƟve in 2022 can email Dr. 
Kaldjian for more informaƟon or register for the elecƟve 
by contacƟng the CCOM Registrar’s Office. 
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BIOETHICS TOPIC OF THE MONTH: 
THE ETHICS OF CAREGIVER-CONTROLLED ANALGESIA                            

AT THE END-OF-LIFE 
Key References 
 

Anghelescu DL, Burgoyne LL, Oakes LL, Wallace, DA. The safety of paƟent-controlled analgesia by proxy in 
pediatric oncology paƟents, anesthesia & analgesia. Anesth Analg. 2005; 101(6): 1623-1627. 

Anghelescu DL, Kaddoum RN, Oakes LL, Windsor KB, Faughnan LG, Burgoyne LL. An update: the safety of paƟent
-controlled analgesia by proxy for pain management in pediatric oncology: 2004 to 2010. Anesth Analg. 2011 
Dec;113(6):1525-6.  

Beauchamp TL, Childress JF. Principles of biomedical ethics (7th ed). New York: Oxford University Press; 2013. 

Bester JC. The harm principle cannot replace the best interest standard: Problems with using the harm principle 
for medical decision making for children. Am J Bioeth. 2018; 18:8, 9-19. 

Cookson R, Dolan P. Principles of jusƟce in health care raƟoning. J Med Ethics. 2000; 26:323-329. 

Cooney MF, Czarnecki M, Dunwoody C, Eksterowicz N, Merkel S, Oakes L, Wuhrman E. American Society for Pain 
Management Nursing posiƟon statement with clinical pracƟce guidelines: Authorized agent controlled 
analgesia. Pain Manag Nurs. 2013 Sep;14(3):176-81.  

CurƟs J, Rubenfeld G. Managing death in the ICU: TransiƟon from cure to comfort. 
Oxford: Oxford University Press; 2001. 

Czarnecki ML, Ferrise AS, Jastrowski Mano KE, Garwood MM, Sharp M, Davies H, 
Weisman SJ. Parent/nurse-controlled analgesia for children with developmental 
delay. Clin J Pain. 2008;24(9):817-24.  

Flory J, Yinong YX, Gurol I, Levinsky N, Ash A, Emanuel E. Place of death: U.S. trends 
since 1980. Health Aff. 2004;23(3):194-200. 

Grass JA. PaƟent-controlled analgesia. Anesth Analg. 2005 Nov;101(5 Suppl):S44-61.  

Sechzer PH. Studies in pain with the analgesic-demand system. Anesth Analg. 1971 
Jan-Feb;50(1):1-10.  

Voepel-Lewis T, Marinkovic A, Kostrzewa A, Tait A, Malviya S. The prevalence of risk 
factors for adverse events in children receiving paƟent-controlled analgesia by 
proxy or paƟent-controlled analgesia aŌer surgery. Pediatric Anesthesiology. 2008; 
107(1), 70–75. 

 

Photo Credit: hƩp://
trevjourney1.blogspot.com/2016/02/ 
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BIOETHICS IN THE LITERATURE 

Annapureddy AR, Henien S, Wang Y, et al. AssociaƟon between industry payments to physicians and 
device selecƟon in ICD implantaƟon. JAMA. 2020 Nov 3; 324: 1755-1764.  

Becker C. RelaƟonships between academic medicine leaders and industry — Ɵme for another look? 
JAMA. 2020 Nov 10; 324: 1833-1834.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brenner JM, Marco CA, Kluesner NH, et al. Assessing psychiatric safety in suicidal emergency department 
paƟents. J Am Coll Emerg Physicians Open. 2020 Feb; 1: 30-37.  

Char DS, Abramoff MD, Feudtner C. IdenƟfying ethical consideraƟons for machine learning healthcare 
applicaƟons. Am J Bioeth. 2020 Nov; 20: 7-17.  

Cunningham H, Taylor DS, Desai UA, et al. Reading the self: Medical students’ experience of reflecƟng on 
their wriƟng over Ɵme. Acad Med. 2020 Nov 3. [Epub ahead of print] 

Facca D, Smith MJ, Shelley J, et al. Exploring the ethical issues in research using digital data collecƟon 
strategies with minors: A scoping review. PLoS One. 2020; 15: e0237875.  

Fleck LM. Some lives maƩer: The dirty liƩle secret of the U.S. health care system. HasƟngs Cent Rep. 
2020 Sep; 50: 3-4.  

Flickinger TE, Kon RH, Jacobsen R, et al. Single-item burnout measure correlates well with emoƟonal 
exhausƟon domain of burnout but not depersonalizaƟon among medical students. J Gen Intern Med. 
2020 Nov; 35: 3383-3385.  

Hertelendy AJ, CioƩone GR, Mitchell CL, et al. Crisis standards of care in a pandemic: NavigaƟng the 
ethical, clinical, psychological and policy-making maelstrom. Int J Qual Health Care. 2020 Aug 14. [Epub 
ahead of print] 

 

“Perhaps the only way to avoid such potential conflicts is to completely ban leaders of 
nonprofit AMCs [academic medical centers] from holding outside for-profit industry 
directorships. This will protect them and the institutions they serve while avoiding damage to 
the public trust.” 

          (Becker) 
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Lai D, Wang D, Calvano J, et al. Addressing immediate public coronavirus (covid-19) concerns through 
social media: UƟlizing reddit's ama as a framework for public engagement with science. PLoS One. 
2020; 15: e0240326.  

Marshall DC, Tarras ES, Rosenzweig K, et al. Trends in industry payments to physicians in the united 
states from 2014 to 2018. JAMA. 2020 Nov 3; 324: 1785-1788.  

Naci H, Kesselheim AS, Røƫngen JA, et al. Producing and using Ɵmely comparaƟve evidence on drugs: 
Lessons from clinical trials for Covid-19. BMJ. 2020 Oct 16; 371: m3869.  

Richterman A, Meyerowitz EA, Cevik M. Hospital-acquired sars-cov-2 infecƟon: Lessons for public 
health. JAMA. 2020 Nov 13. [Epub ahead of print] 

Rosenwohl-Mack S, Dohan D, MaƩhews T, et al. Understanding experiences of moral distress in end-of-
life care among US and UK physician trainees: A comparaƟve qualitaƟve study. J Gen Intern Med. 2020 
Oct 27.2 [Epub ahead of print] 

Wang EA, Western B, Berwick DM. Covid-19, decarceraƟon, and the role of clinicians, health systems, 
and payers: A report from the naƟonal academy of sciences, engineering, and medicine. JAMA. 2020 
Nov 16. [Epub ahead of print] 

West JC. What is an ethically informed approach to managing paƟent safety risk during discharge 
planning? AMA J Ethics. 2020; 22: 919-923.  

Williamson L. CreaƟng an ethical culture to support recovery from substance use disorders. J Med 
Ethics. 2020 11 Nov. [Epub ahead of print]  

BIOETHICS IN THE LITERATURE (con nued) 
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BIOETHICS IN THE NEWS 
Hospitals can’t go on like this. The AtlanƟc, November 18, 2020. 
What doctors aren’t always taught: How to spot racism in health care. Kaiser Health News, November 
17, 2020.  
Doctors are calling it quits under stress of the pandemic. The New York Times, November 15, 2020. 
COVID-19 vaccines could go to children first to protect the elderly. The ConversaƟon, November 15, 
2020. 
‘No one is listening to us.’ The AtlanƟc, November 13, 2020.  
What Pfizer’s landmark COVID vaccine results mean for the pandemic. Nature, November 9, 2020.  
A new HippocraƟc Oath asks doctors to fight racial injusƟce and 
misinformaƟon. NPR, November 4, 2020. 
Can lab-grown brains become conscious? Nature, November 4, 
2020. 
Winning trust for a vaccine means confronƟng medical racism. 
Wired, November 2, 2020. 

BIOETHICS SERVICES AT THE UIHC 
ETHICS CONSULT SERVICE  

This service is a resource for paƟents, family 
members, or health professionals at UIHC who 
would like help addressing an ethical quesƟon or 
problem related to a paƟent’s care.  Consults can be 
ordered by UIHC clinicians through EPIC. Consults 
can also be requested by calling (319) 356-1616 and 
asking for the ethics consultant on call.  For more 
informaƟon, click here. 

 
            
 
 
 

CLINICAL RESEARCH  
ETHICS SERVICE  

We provide free consultaƟon on ethical issues 
related to research design, Ɵssue banking, geneƟc 
research results, informed consent, and working 
with vulnerable paƟent populaƟons. In parƟcular, 
we assist clinical invesƟgators in idenƟfying and 
addressing the ethical challenges that frequently 
arise when designing or conducƟng research with 
human subjects. These include ethical challenges in 
sampling design; randomized and placebo-
controlled studies; parƟcipant recruitment and 
informed consent; return of individual-level research 
results; community engagement processes; and 
more.  For more informaƟon, click here. 

To unsubscribe from the Bioethics and Humanities monthly newsletter, click here. 

Questions or comments? Email the Newsletter Editor.  


