
Bioethics and Humanities Newsletter 

PROGRAM IN BIOETHICS AND HUMANITIES, CARVER COLLEGE OF MEDICINE                   

August 2019 

For a list of more upcoming 

events related to bioethics and 

humanities, click here. 

 

“There is a need for closer 
attention to how patients from 
various sociodemographic 
backgrounds are introduced 
into the primary care system, 
and how underserved patients 
are managed by a constantly 
changing cadre of resident 
physicians. Striking the 
appropriate balance is vital as 
the medical system strives to 
train physicians while providing 
high-quality and equitable care 
to all patients.” 
 
To read more, click here: 
Essien et al. J Gen Intern Med. 
2019) 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

QUOTATION OF THE MONTH 

UIHC ETHICS  

CONSULT SERVICE 

This service is a resource for 
patients, family members, or 
health professionals at UIHC 
who would like help 
addressing an ethical question 
or problem related to a patient’s 
care.  Consults can be ordered 
by UIHC clinicians through 
EPIC. Consults can also be 
requested by calling (319) 356-
1616 and asking for the ethics 
consultant on call.  For more 
information, click here. 

Welcome to the monthly Bioethics and 
Humanities Newsletter provided by 
the Program in Bioethics and 
Humanities at the University of Iowa 
Carver College of Medicine.   
 
Program in Bioethics and Humanities: 
Our Mission  
We are committed to helping 
healthcare professionals explore and 
understand the increasingly complex 
ethical questions that have been 
brought on by advances in medical 
technology and the health care system. 
We achieve this through education, 
research, and service within the Carver 
College of Medicine, University of 
Iowa Health Care, University of Iowa, 
and the wider Iowa community.   
 
More Details About The Program 

PROGRAM HIGHLIGHT 

BIOETHICS AND HUMANITIES SEMINAR 

The Bioethics and Humanities 

Seminar is a one-credit hour elective 

course directed and taught by Lauris 

Kaldjian, MD, PhD.  

 

The purpose of the Seminar is to 

provide an introduction to topic areas 

and themes that are central to 

bioethics and the humanities in the 

context of medicine. The course covers 

a diverse but inter-connected range of 

topic areas in bioethics and 

https://www.medicine.uiowa.edu/bioethics/news-events/events
https://link.springer.com/content/pdf/10.1007%2Fs11606-019-04960-5.pdf
https://link.springer.com/content/pdf/10.1007%2Fs11606-019-04960-5.pdf
https://uihc.org/ethics-consult-service
http://www.medicine.uiowa.edu/bioethics/


 CLINICAL RESEARCH  

ETHICS SERVICE 

We provide free consultation on 
ethical issues related to research 
design, tissue banking, genetic 
research results, informed 
consent, and working with 
vulnerable patient populations. 
In particular, we assist clinical 
investigators in identifying and 
addressing the ethical 
challenges that frequently arise 
when designing or conducting 
research with human subjects. 
These include ethical challenges 
in sampling design; randomized 
and placebo-controlled studies; 
participant recruitment and 
informed consent; return of 
individual-level research results; 
community engagement 
processes; and more.  For more 
information, click here. 

 

HISTORY OF MEDICINE SOCIETY 

The University of Iowa History 
of Medicine Society invites you 
to visit the John Martin Rare 
Book Room website. On this 
website you will find resources, 
digital exhibits, videotaped 
lectures, and news/highlights. 
 
For a list of the University of 
Iowa History of Medicine 
Society 2019-2020 Presentations 
and Events, click here. 

 
humanities, including ethical theory, contrasting approaches to ethics 

(principles, consequences, virtues), clinical ethics, moral agency and 

responsibility, diversity and culture, professionalism and humanism in 

medicine, research ethics, history and medicine, technology and the future, 

narrative ethics, and the use of literature in medicine.  

 

The Seminar will meet every Monday from 12:00-12:50 PM (minus Labor 

Day and Thanksgiving week), starting August 26, 2019 and ending December 

9, 2019. For a copy of the syllabus, click here.  

 

Class size is limited to 15 students in order to create a setting that is 

conducive to engagement by all participants. Priority for enrollment is given 

to medical students but is also open to other students at the University of 

Iowa, as space allows. Students wishing to enroll in the Fall 2017 Seminar 

should email the Course Coordinator. 

PROGRAM HIGHLIGHT 

BIOETHICS AND HUMANITIES SEMINAR 

PUBLICATION HIGHLIGHT 

Navigating the Choppy Waters Between Public Safety and Humane Care of 
the Prisoner-Patient: The Role of the Ethics Consultant 

 
Laurel J. Lyckholm & Laura A. Shinkunas 

The American Journal of Bioethics, 2019: 19: 59-61 

The July issue of the American Journal of Bioethics explored what just health 
care might entail when caring for a hospitalized prisoner who is dying 
shackled to the bed with imposed restrictions on family contact. Dr. Anita 
Tarzian at the University of Maryland provided the case, which is accessible 
here. There were three commentaries based on the case. One was written by 
Dr. Laurel Lyckholm, faculty member in the Program in Bioethics and 
Humanities and oncologist, and Laura Shinkunas, research specialist in the 
Program. In their commentary, Dr. Lyckholm and Ms. Shinkunas point out 
the inherent tension the case of the “prisoner-patient” brings out (i.e., 
balancing staff and public safety with the duty to provide compassionate end
-of-life care). They present ethical considerations to inform whether shackles 
and restricted visitation are justified in this case, and how the health care 
ethics consultants’ code of ethics may apply.  

 

For the full text of this commentary, click here. 

READING ETHICS AT UIHC 

If you are interested to see what 
the UIHC Ethics Subcommittee 
was reading in July, click on the 
following links (article 1; article 
2) 

https://www.medicine.uiowa.edu/bioethics/research/clinical-research-ethics-consultation-service-crecs
http://www.lib.uiowa.edu/hardin/rbr/
http://www.lib.uiowa.edu/hardin/rbr/
http://www.lib.uiowa.edu/hardin/rbr/exhibits/
http://digital.lib.uiowa.edu/cdm/search/collection/histmed/order/date/ad/desc
http://digital.lib.uiowa.edu/cdm/search/collection/histmed/order/date/ad/desc
http://hosted.lib.uiowa.edu/histmed/current.html
https://medicine.uiowa.edu/bioethics/sites/medicine.uiowa.edu.bioethics/files/BHS%202019%20SYLLABUS.pdf
mailto:laura-shinkunas@uiowa.edu?subject=Request%20to%20Register%20for%20the%20Fall%202017%20Bioethics%20and%20Humanities%20Seminar
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/15265161.2019.1618946?needAccess=true
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/15265161.2019.1619347
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/15265161.2019.1618946?needAccess=true
https://link.springer.com/content/pdf/10.1007%2Fs11019-017-9779-9.pdf
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.1177/0969733011418551
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.1177/0969733011418551
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjgh4mn6tjdAhUJyYMKHddVBr8QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fpixabay.com%2Fen%2Fbook-pitched-book-pages-paper-1738607%2F&psig=AOvVaw3ugSA67KvexB6nebdT4NUX&ust=1538056785867253


Back by popular demand, the College of Medicine exhibit at Hardin Library for the Health Sciences, prepared by 
staff in the John Martin Rare Book Room, will be available through Winter 2020.  It is packed with photographs and 
information about the history of the College. 

  

COLLEGE OF MEDICINE 

1870 - 1928 

  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A pictorial timeline of decades of history, available for viewing on the 3rd floor near the entrance. 

HISTORY OF MEDICINE SOCIETY 

EXHIBIT OPENING 

BIOETHICS LITERATURE 

 Ben-Moshe N. The truth behind conscientious objection in medicine. J Med Ethics. 2019 Jun; 45: 404-410.  

 Berns JS, Glickman JD, Reese PP. Dialysis payment model reform: Managing conflicts between profits and 

patient goals of care decision making. Am J Kidney Dis. 2018 Jan; 71: 133-136.  

 Beskow LM, Weinfurt KP. Exploring understanding of "understanding": The paradigm case of biobank consent 

comprehension. Am J Bioeth. 2019 May; 19: 6-18.  

 Essien UR, He W, Ray A, et al. Disparities in quality of primary care by resident and staff physicians: Is there a 

conflict between training and equity? J Gen Intern Med. 2019 Jul; 34: 1184-1191.  

 Jeong S, Barrett T, Ohr SO, et al. Study protocol to investigate the efficacy of normalisation of advance care 

planning (ACP) for people with chronic diseases in acute and community settings: A quasi-experimental 

design. BMC Health Serv Res. 2019 May 4; 19: 286.  

 McMillan J. Clinical ethics and the duty of care. J Med Ethics. 2019 Jun; 45: 355-356.  

https://jme.bmj.com/content/medethics/45/6/404.full.pdf
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0272638617307321?via%3Dihub
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/15265161.2019.1587031?needAccess=true
https://link.springer.com/content/pdf/10.1007%2Fs11606-019-04960-5.pdf
https://bmchealthservres.biomedcentral.com/track/pdf/10.1186/s12913-019-4118-x
https://jme.bmj.com/content/medethics/45/6/355.full.pdf


BIOETHICS LITERATURE (CONTINUED) 

 Meeks LM, Ramsey J, Lyons M, et al. Wellness and work: Mixed messages in residency training. J Gen Intern 

Med. 2019 Jul; 34: 1352-1355.  

 Miller BJ, Slota JM, Ehrenfeld JM. Redefining the physician's role in cost-conscious care: The potential role of 

the electronic health record. JAMA. 2019 Jul 12. [Epub ahead of print] 

 Pope TM. Five things clinicians should know when caring for unrepresented patients. AMA Journal of Ethics. 

2019; 21: 582-586.  

 Price DM, Strodtman LK, Montagnini M, et al. Health professionals perceived concerns and challenges in 

providing palliative and end-of-life care: A qualitative analysis. Am J Hosp Palliat Care. 2019 Apr; 36: 308-315.  

 Sparrow R. Yesterday's child: How gene editing for enhancement will produce obsolescence-and why it 

matters. Am J Bioeth. 2019 Jul; 19: 6-15.  

 Wightman A, Kett J, Campelia G, et al. The relational potential standard: Rethinking the ethical justification for 

life-sustaining treatment for children with profound cognitive disabilities. Hastings Cent Rep. 2019 May; 49: 18-

25.  

To unsubscribe from the Bioethics and Humanities monthly newsletter, click here. 

Questions or comments? Email the Newsletter Editor.  

 Undercover in a hospital bed. The New York Times, July 16, 2019. 

 Following ‘CRISPR babies’ scandal, senators call for international gene editing guidelines. STAT News, July 

15, 2019. 

 Vincent Lambert died on Thursday at 8.24am. BioEdge, July 13, 2019. 

 Is medicine overrated? Scientific American, July 12, 2019. 

 California is 1st state to offer health benefits to adult undocumented immigrants. NPR, July 10, 2019. 

 How to speak to someone who’s suffering. The Atlantic, July 1, 2019. 

BIOETHICS NEWS AND EVENTS  

https://link.springer.com/content/pdf/10.1007%2Fs11606-019-04952-5.pdf
https://link.springer.com/content/pdf/10.1007%2Fs11606-019-04952-5.pdf
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/articlepdf/2738366/jama_miller_2019_vp_190093.pdf
https://journalofethics.ama-assn.org/sites/journalofethics.ama-assn.org/files/2019-06/hlaw1-1907_0.pdf
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.1177/1049909118812193
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/15265161.2019.1618943?needAccess=true
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/pdf/10.1002/hast.1003
mailto:Bioethics@healthcare.uiowa.edu?subject=UNSUBSCRIBE
mailto:laura-shinkunas@uiowa.edu
mailto:laura-shinkunas@uiowa.edu
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/07/16/well/live/secret-shopper-hospital.html?utm_source=STAT+Newsletters&utm_campaign=61b04e1f21-MR_COPY_10&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_8cab1d7961-61b04e1f21-150323377
https://www.statnews.com/2019/07/15/crispr-scandal-senators-guidelines/?utm_source=STAT+Newsletters&utm_campaign=962b25b2d1-MR_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_8cab1d7961-962b25b2d1-150323377
https://www.bioedge.org/bioethics/vincent-lambert-died-on-thursday-at-8.24am/13138
https://blogs.scientificamerican.com/cross-check/is-medicine-overrated/
https://www.npr.org/2019/07/10/740147546/california-first-state-to-offer-health-benefits-to-adult-undocumented-immigrants?utm_medium=RSS&utm_campaign=news&utm_source=STAT+Newsletters&utm_campaign=c9f562d980-MR_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_8cab1d7961
https://www.theatlantic.com/health/archive/2019/07/how-speak-someone-whos-suffering/593074/?utm_source=STAT+Newsletters&utm_campaign=eed408bc04-MR_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_8cab1d7961-eed408bc04-150323377

