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WELCOME… 
 

Welcome to the monthly Bioethics and 
Humanities Newsletter provided by the 
Program in Bioethics and Humanities at the 
University of Iowa Carver College of 
Medicine.   
 
Program in Bioethics and Humanities:  
Our Mission  
We are committed to helping healthcare 
professionals explore and understand the 
increasingly complex ethical questions that 
have been brought on by advances in 
medical technology and the health care 
system. We achieve this through education, 
research, and service within the Carver 
College of Medicine, University of Iowa 
Health Care, University of Iowa, and the 
wider Iowa community.   
 
More Details About  
The Program 
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BIOETHICS RESOURCES 

COVID-19 ETHICS RESOURCES 

 2020 Survey of America’s Physicians: Covid-19 Impact Edition 
 The Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices’ (ACIP): Ethical principles for allocating initial 

supplies of COVID-19 vaccine—United States, 2020 
 The AMA Journal of Ethics: Covid-19 Ethics Resource Center 
 Bioethics.net and the American Journal of Bioethics: Bioethics Toolkit Resources for COVID-19 
 The Hastings Center: Ethics Resources on the Coronavirus (COVID-19) 
 The Hastings Center: Ethical challenges in the middle tier of Covid-19 vaccine allocation 
 The Hasting Center Report May/Jun 2020 Issue (dedicated to COVID-19) 
 Health Affairs: COVID-19 (Coronavirus Disease) Resource Center 
 Johns Hopkins University : Coronavirus Ethics and Policy Insights and Resources 
 John’s Hopkins University: An ethical framework for the COVID-19 reopening process 
 John’s Hopkins University Center for Health Security: Interim Framework for COVID-19 vaccine 

allocation and distribution in the United States 
 Seton Hall University: COVID Ethics Series 
 UIHC Ethics Rounds (6/17/20): Life, liberty, and COVID-19: An ethical examination of social distancing 
 UNC Center for Bioethics: Pandemic Ethics Resources 
 World Health Organization: Ethics and Covid-19: Resource allocation and priority-setting 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

RESOURCES ON CRISIS STANDARDS OF CARE, RESOURCE ALLOCATION 
AND TRIAGE DECISION MAKING 

 

 ASPR TRACIE Topic Collection: Crisis Standards of Care 
 Institute of Medicine (2012): Crisis Standards of Care: A Systems Framework for Catastrophic Disaster 

Response 
 Minnesota Department of Health (2019): Patient Care Strategies for Scarce Resource Situations 
 Minnesota Department of Health (2020): Minnesota Crisis Standards of Care Framework 
 New York State Task Force on Life and the Law, New York State Department of Health (2015): 

Ventilator Allocation Guidelines 
 The Pandemic Influenza Ethics Initiative Work Group of the Veteran’s Health Administration’s National 

Center for Ethics in Health Care (2010): Meeting the Challenge of Pandemic Influenza: Ethical Guidance 
for Leaders and Health Care Professionals in the Veterans Health Administration 

https://physiciansfoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/2020-Physicians-Foundation-Survey-Part2.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/69/wr/pdfs/mm6947e3-H.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/69/wr/pdfs/mm6947e3-H.pdf
https://journalofethics.ama-assn.org/covid-19-ethics-resource-center
http://www.bioethics.net/2020/03/bioethics-toolkit-resources-for-covid-19/
https://www.thehastingscenter.org/ethics-resources-on-the-coronavirus/
https://www.thehastingscenter.org/ethical-challenges-in-the-middle-tier-of-covid-19-vaccine-allocation/
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/1552146x/2020/50/3
https://www.healthaffairs.org/covid-19-coronavirus-disease?utm_source=Newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_content=COVID-19%3A+US+Hospital+Capacity+And+Projected+Need+For+Coronavirus+Disease+Care%3B+Paid+Sick+Leave%3B+Politics%2C+Partisanship%2C+And+The+ACA&utm
https://bioethics.jhu.edu/research-and-outreach/covid-19-bioethics-expert-insights/
https://bioethics.jhu.edu/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/FINAL-SNF-Agora-Covid-19.pdf
https://www.centerforhealthsecurity.org/our-work/pubs_archive/pubs-pdfs/2020/200819-vaccine-allocation.pdf
https://www.centerforhealthsecurity.org/our-work/pubs_archive/pubs-pdfs/2020/200819-vaccine-allocation.pdf
https://library.shu.edu/COVIDEthics/
https://medicine.uiowa.edu/bioethics/sites/medicine.uiowa.edu.bioethics/files/AKunz%20-%20Life%20Liberty%20and%20COVID-19.pdf
https://bioethics.unc.edu/pandemic-ethics-resources/
https://www.who.int/ethics/publications/ethics-covid-19-resource-allocation.pdf?ua=1
https://asprtracie.hhs.gov/technical-resources/63/crisis-standards-of-care/0
https://www.nap.edu/catalog/13351/crisis-standards-of-care-a-systems-framework-for-catastrophic-disaster
https://www.nap.edu/catalog/13351/crisis-standards-of-care-a-systems-framework-for-catastrophic-disaster
https://www.health.state.mn.us/communities/ep/surge/crisis/standards.pdf
https://www.health.state.mn.us/communities/ep/surge/crisis/conops.pdf
https://www.health.ny.gov/regulations/task_force/reports_publications/docs/ventilator_guidelines.pdf
https://www.ethics.va.gov/docs/pandemicflu/Meeting_the_Challenge_of_Pan_Flu-Ethical_Guidance_VHA_20100701.pdf
https://www.ethics.va.gov/docs/pandemicflu/Meeting_the_Challenge_of_Pan_Flu-Ethical_Guidance_VHA_20100701.pdf
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Key References 

 
 2020 American Heart Association Guidelines for CPR and ECC. 

 Ariyoshi N, Nogi M, Sakai D, et al. Wanted and unwanted care: The double-edged sword of partial do-

not-resuscitate orders. J Palliat Med. 2018 Feb; 21: 143-148.  

 Baumrucker SJ, Hutchinson L, Oertli RK, et al. The partial code blue. Am J Hosp Palliat Care. 2015 Dec; 

32: 890-894.  

 Berger JT. Ethical challenges of partial do-not-resuscitate (DNR) orders: Placing DNR orders in the 

context of a life-threatening conditions care plan. Arch Intern Med. 2003 Oct 27; 163: 2270-2275.  

 Rafiq A, Ullah W, Naglak M, et al. Characteristics and outcomes of patients with partial do not 

resuscitate orders in a large community hospital. Cureus. 2019 Nov 1; 11: e6048.  

 Rousseau P. Partial codes-when "less" may not be "more". JAMA Intern Med. 2016 Aug 1; 176: 1057-

1058.  

 Sanders A, Schepp M, Baird M. Partial do-not-resuscitate orders: A hazard to patient safety and 

clinical outcomes? Crit Care Med. 2011 Jan; 39: 14-18.  

 Zapata JA, Widera E. Partial codes-a symptom of a larger problem. JAMA Intern Med. 2016 Aug 1; 176: 

1058-1059.  

 

 

BIOETHICS TOPIC OF THE MONTH: 
THE PARTIAL CODE 

Photo Credit: https://advocateformomanddad.com/dnr-dni-dnh-advance-

directives/ 

https://cpr.heart.org/en/resuscitation-science/cpr-and-ecc-guidelines
https://www.liebertpub.com/doi/pdf/10.1089/jpm.2017.0144?casa_token=tKgPwLfN_T0AAAAA:NAI8huBx9d0bO6bfUaK_jhS1B7395lzDQLdrGYjnvFUF3CbBi_rDB9fWdVRRFjGh0znnz4BRtQCQ
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/epub/10.1177/1049909114540790
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamainternalmedicine/article-abstract/216244?casa_token=QGyFriubfS8AAAAA:dmABQxkGn0uE_sGQNAH2-rBDBfvhr9MohUG1Y4h64G8FxodHpjxXmBtPPmpv2_w-bGwOc_NQ3uc
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC6886728/pdf/cureus-0011-00000006048.pdf
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamainternalmedicine/articlepdf/2527392/ipp160006.pdf
https://journals.lww.com/ccmjournal/Fulltext/2011/01000/Partial_do_not_resuscitate_orders__A_hazard_to.3.aspx
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamainternalmedicine/article-abstract/2527386?casa_token=Rs0AmUlSHDAAAAAA:dLVuZ104D53TTo3KpekXtqPi4sEDO5BEiMjfiAatJOhY4QF1w3OcwGwiEPsSEydKufUtO6oggSY
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The American College of Physicians (ACP) offers access 

to case studies and educational resources encompassing a 

broad range of ethics topics. Some of the topics include 

clinical ethics, professionalism, teaching, research, and 

health care delivery. The majority of the educational 

content available through this site can be used as 

learning activities and completed for free CME/MOC 

credits. 

 

To access the educational content provided by ACP, click here. 

BIOETHICS RESOURCE OF THE MONTH 
CASE STUDIES & EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES 

LITERARY HIGHLIGHT FROM A CCOM FACULTY MEMBER 

The Great Dimming of 2020 (pp. 84-89) 

 

This is a creative writing piece by UI professor emeritus Dr. Carol Scott-Connor that 

was recently published in the North Carolina Literary Review. The piece weaves 

together themes of Covid, aging, and the star Betelgeuse and is accompanied by 

stunning astronomical imaging.  

BIOETHICS IN THE LITERATURE  

 Allard J, Ballesteros F, Fortin MC. Quebec health care professionals' perspectives on organ donation 

after medical assistance in dying. BMC Med Ethics. 2021 Mar 4; 22: 23.  

 Anzaldua A, Halpern J. Can clinical empathy survive? Distress, burnout, and malignant duty in the age of 

COVID-19. Hastings Cent Rep. 2021 Jan; 51: 22-27.  

 

https://www.acponline.org/clinical-information/ethics-and-professionalism/ethics-case-studies-education
https://issuu.com/eastcarolina/docs/2021-nclr-online-final
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7934363/pdf/12910_2021_Article_594.pdf
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.1002/hast.1216
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BIOETHICS IN THE LITERATURE (CONTINUED) 

 Braun M, Bleher H, Hummel P. A leap of faith: Is there a formula for "trustworthy" AI? Hastings Cent 

Rep. 2021 Feb 19. [Epub ahead of print] 

 Conroy M, Malik AY, Hale C, et al. Using practical wisdom to facilitate ethical decision-making: A 

major empirical study of phronesis in the decision narratives of doctors. BMC Med Ethics. 2021 Feb 

18; 22: 16.  

 Copeland D, Arnold S. The moral dilemma of interpreting workplace violence. Nurs Inq. 2021 Feb 

22. [Epub ahead of print] 

 Crisci T, Salih ZNI, Unaka N, et al. What should an intern do when she disagrees with the attending? 

Pediatrics. 2021 Feb 24. [Epub ahead of print] 

 Demasi M, Jefferson T. Placebo-the unknown variable in a controlled trial. JAMA Intern Med. 2021 

Feb 22. [Epub ahead of print] 

 Espinoza J, Derrington S. How should clinicians respond to language barriers that exacerbate health 

inequity? AMA J Ethics. 2021 Feb 1; 23: E109-116.  

 Friesen P, Caplan AL, Miller JE. Covid-19 vaccine 

research and the trouble with clinical equipoise. 

Lancet. 2021 Feb 13; 397: 576.  

 Galang JRF, Gopez JMW, Capulong HGM, et al. 

Solidarity as a companion virtue in response to the 

Covid-19 pandemic. J Public Health (Oxf). 2021 Feb 

16. [Epub ahead of print] 

 Gayle HD, Childress JF. Race, racism, and structural injustice: Equitable allocation and distribution of 

vaccines for the Covid-19. Am J Bioeth. 2021 Mar; 21: 4-7.  

 Gesualdo F, Daverio M, Palazzani L, et al. Digital tools in the informed consent process: A systematic 

review. BMC Med Ethics. 2021 Feb 27; 22: 18.  

 Jansen LA, Wall S. Weighted lotteries and the allocation of scarce medications for Covid-19. Hastings 

Cent Rep. 2021 Jan; 51: 39-46.  

 Koren G, Korn L. The use of methylphenidate for cognitive enhancement in young healthy adults: 

The clinical and ethical debates. J Clin Psychopharmacol. 2021 Mar-Apr 01; 41: 100-102.  

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.1002/hast.1207
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.1002/hast.1207
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7890840/pdf/12910_2021_Article_581.pdf
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/pdf/10.1111/nin.12406?casa_token=YXjd_GHn1EQAAAAA:xpebiFBH5oVGO1KHhE265YzZypVtA_CGApSQ_Ax7ruyCRNKMXaSxsaN2sImne-j4H-pgU0fKUttfKXY9
https://pediatrics.aappublications.org/content/pediatrics/147/3/e2020049646.full.pdf
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamainternalmedicine/article-abstract/2776287?casa_token=RfSQnwyckQMAAAAA:jDQ1XeMHH2TiXYLsMACZl8pAIVqYolCBjw3dcal1bxhmpB0cHSbXsooyx_pBefa7sECfsZmiHRw
https://journalofethics.ama-assn.org/sites/journalofethics.ama-assn.org/files/2021-02/cscm3-2102.pdf
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7906638/pdf/main.pdf
https://academic.oup.com/jpubhealth/advance-article/doi/10.1093/pubmed/fdab024/6137293
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/epub/10.1080/15265161.2021.1877011?needAccess=true
https://bmcmedethics.biomedcentral.com/track/pdf/10.1186/s12910-021-00585-8.pdf
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.1002/hast.1218
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.1002/hast.1218
https://journals.lww.com/psychopharmacology/Fulltext/2021/03000/The_Use_of_Methylphenidate_for_Cognitive.4.aspx
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BIOETHICS IN THE LITERATURE (CONTINUED) 

 Kowalik M. Ethics of vaccine refusal. J Med Ethics. 2021 Feb 26. [Epub ahead of print] 

 Kurahashi AM, Wales J, Husain A, et al. Residents' reflections on end-of-life conversations: How a 

palliative care clinical rotation creates meaningful learning opportunities. Ann Palliat Med. 2020 May; 9: 

738-745.  

 Lynch HF, Darton TC, Levy J, et al. Promoting ethical payment in human infection challenge studies. Am J 

Bioeth. 2021 Mar; 21: 11-31.  

 Navin M, Wasserman JA, Stahl D, et al. The capacity to designate a surrogate is distinct from decisional 

capacity: Normative and empirical considerations. J Med Ethics. 2021 Feb 19. [Epub ahead of print] 

 Pahuja M, Wojcikewych D. Systems barriers to assessment and treatment of Covid-19 positive patients 

at the end of life. J Palliat Med. 2021 Feb; 24: 302-304.  

 Rosenwohl-Mack S, Dohan D, Matthews T, et al. How individual ethical frameworks shape physician 

trainees' experiences providing end-of-life care: A qualitative study. J Med Ethics. 2021 Feb 16. [Epub 

ahead of print] 

 Scharf A, Voigt L, Vardhana S, et al. What should clinicians do when a patient's autonomy undermines 

her being treated equitably? AMA J Ethics. 2021 Feb 1; 23: E97-108.  

 Stead W. It’s not your fault. JAMA. 2021; 325: 827-828.  

 Strauss DH, White SA, Bierer BE. Justice, diversity, and research ethics review. Science. 2021 Mar 19; 

371: 1209-1211.  

 Swenson A, Hyde R. Understanding patients' end-of-life goals of care in the emergency department. J 

Am Coll Emerg Physicians Open. 2021 Apr; 2: e12388.  

“The capacity to designate a surrogate is not simply another kind of medical decision-
making capacity ….  a patient can possess the capacity to designate a surrogate even if they 
cannot appreciate their condition or reason about the relative risks and benefits of their 
options.”  

      (Navin et al.) 

https://jme.bmj.com/content/medethics/early/2021/02/25/medethics-2020-107026.full.pdf?casa_token=66Uh_mrvYkQAAAAA:vwKe-6ShIZvd-XkDJNnpDlDnOQoQ8tGhfKdsARKOaJF2G3E1xX1KT5zREwvGZrRreqr_lJ7wfHv4
https://apm.amegroups.com/article/view/40229/pdf
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/15265161.2020.1854368?needAccess=true
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/15265161.2020.1854368?needAccess=true
https://jme.bmj.com/content/medethics/early/2021/02/19/medethics-2020-107078.full.pdf?casa_token=diVfGe1311oAAAAA:4gpkmzeL-8DI87HxjTgknzSHXY7dl8QNhX9CgLciKk0EWoiPTD0JbNTUIeDqYdfKnC5gZR48l-Ve
https://www.liebertpub.com/doi/pdfplus/10.1089/jpm.2020.0190
https://jme.bmj.com/content/medethics/early/2021/02/15/medethics-2020-106690.full.pdf?casa_token=T8ABOMe_J_kAAAAA:3nV0misy24KNdxkN0Td8wTSV60MZyh2wHnLi_wotgrmG1P3NKuic5FpefW2UFh8t3UcTsa1H9X4C
https://journalofethics.ama-assn.org/sites/journalofethics.ama-assn.org/files/2021-01/cscm2-2102_1.pdf
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/articlepdf/2776884/jama_stead_2021_po_210002_1614619933.25357.pdf
https://science.sciencemag.org/content/sci/371/6535/1209.full.pdf
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7925851/pdf/EMP2-2-e12388.pdf
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7925851/pdf/EMP2-2-e12388.pdf
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 Stop blaming Tuskegee, critics say. It’s not an ‘excuse’ for  current medical racism. NPR, March 23, 

2021. 

 Spain becomes the fifth country to legalise euthanasia. BioEdge, March 21, 2021.  

 Portugal's high court rejects euthanasia law. BioEdge, March 21, 2021.  

 Scientists create living entities in the lab that closely resemble human embryos. NPR, March 17, 2021.  

 Nazi anatomical drawings are donated in effort to address ethical quandary — and spotlight a dark 

history. STAT News, March 16, 2021.  

 Scientists plan to drop the 14-day embryo-rule, a key limit on stem cell research. MIT Technology 

Review, March 16, 2021. 

 Doctors are investigated after posting organ photos online as ‘Price Is Right’ game. The New York 

Times, March 15, 2021.  

 Canada on verge of permitting euthanasia for mental illness. BioEdge, March 14, 2021.  

 American bioethicists call for a Covid-19 commission. BioEdge, March 14, 2021.  

 Biden faces pressure to distribute vaccines worldwide, while Americans still need them at home. The 

Washington Post, March 11, 2021.  

 People are keeping their vaccines secret. The Atlantic, March 11, 2021.  

 The pandemic can’t end while wealthy nations hoard shots. Wired, March 9, 2021.  

 Inside the fight for the right to die: Logistical and ethical challenges. NPR, March 9, 2021.  

 Push is on for states to ban organ transplant discrimination. Kaiser Health News, March 8, 2021.  

BIOETHICS IN THE NEWS 

https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2021/03/23/974059870/stop-blaming-tuskegee-critics-say-its-not-an-excuse-for-current-medical-racism
https://www.bioedge.org/bioethics/spain-becomes-the-fifth-country-to-legalise-euthanasia/13742
https://www.bioedge.org/bioethics/portugals-high-court-rejects-euthanasia-law/13741
https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2021/03/17/977573846/scientists-create-living-entities-that-closely-resemble-human-embryos
https://www.statnews.com/2021/03/16/long-sought-donation-punctuates-saga-over-usage-of-nazi-anatomical-drawings/
https://www.statnews.com/2021/03/16/long-sought-donation-punctuates-saga-over-usage-of-nazi-anatomical-drawings/
https://www.technologyreview.com/2021/03/16/1020879/scientists-14-day-limit-stem-cell-human-embryo-research/
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/03/15/us/grand-rapids-instagram-surgery-photos.html
https://www.bioedge.org/bioethics/canada-on-verge-of-permitting-euthanasia-for-mental-illness/13734
https://www.bioedge.org/bioethics/american-bioethicists-call-for-a-covid-19-commission/13732
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/biden-vaccine-global-distribution/2021/03/11/62039c40-81db-11eb-81db-b02f0398f49a_story.html
https://www.theatlantic.com/health/archive/2021/03/covid-vaccine-secrecy/618253/
https://www.wired.com/story/the-pandemic-cant-end-while-wealthy-nations-hoard-shots/
https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2021/03/09/975175847/inside-the-fight-for-the-right-to-die-logistical-and-ethical-challenges
https://khn.org/news/article/organ-transplant-discrimination-disabilities-state-legislation/
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BIOETHICS OPPORTUNITIES 

 Neonatal Ethics Conference  
 

HOSTED BY: the University of Michigan Division of Neonatal-Perinatal 

Medicine and Center for Bioethics & Social Science in Medicine 

DATE: Saturday, April 10,2021 

TIME: 9:30AM-5:45PM EST 

COST: Free 

LOCATION: Virtual 

 

For more information and to register, click here. 

 
 

Pediatric Bioethics in the Shadow of COVID Symposium  
 

HOSTED BY: Children’s Mercy Bioethics Center in Kansas City 
DATE: Wednesday, May 5, 2021 
TIME: 9:30AM-4:45PM CST 
COST: Free 

LOCATION: Virtual 

 
For more information and to register, click here. 
 

 
 

Do Genetic Findings Impact Perceptions of Responsibility?  
 

HOSTED BY: The Hastings Center 
DATE: Friday, May 28, 2021 
TIME: 9:00AM-3:00PM EST 
COST: Free 

LOCATION: Virtual 

 
For more information and to register, click here. 

https://ww2.highmarksce.com/micme/index.cfm?do=pln.viewActivity&plannerId=4188
https://www.childrensmercy.org/health-care-providers/bioethics-center/pediatric-bioethics-in-the-shadow-of-covid-symposium/
https://www.thehastingscenter.org/do-genetic-findings-impact-perceptions-of-responsibility/?utm_source=Master+List&utm_campaign=b41464532c-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_10_26_05_57_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_5c9274ec4d-b41464532c-28711411
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BIOETHICS SERVICES AT THE UIHC 

ETHICS CONSULT  
SERVICE  

This service is a clinical resource for UI Health Care 
personnel who would like help addressing an ethical 
question or problem related to a patient’s care.  
Consults can be ordered through EPIC or by paging 
the ethics consultant on call. For more information, 
click here. 

 
            
 
 
 
 
 

CLINICAL RESEARCH  
ETHICS SERVICE  

We provide free consultation on ethical issues 
related to research design, tissue banking, genetic 
research results, informed consent, and working 
with vulnerable patient populations. In particular, 
we assist clinical investigators in identifying and 
addressing the ethical challenges that frequently 
arise when designing or conducting research with 
human subjects. These include ethical challenges in 
sampling design; randomized and placebo-
controlled studies; participant recruitment and 
informed consent; return of individual-level research 
results; community engagement processes; and 
more.  For more information, click here. 

To unsubscribe from the Bioethics and Humanities monthly newsletter, click here. 

Questions or comments? Email the Newsletter Editor.  

https://uihc.org/ethics-consult-service
https://www.medicine.uiowa.edu/bioethics/research/clinical-research-ethics-consultation-service-crecs
mailto:Bioethics@healthcare.uiowa.edu?subject=UNSUBSCRIBE
mailto:laura-shinkunas@uiowa.edu
mailto:laura-shinkunas@uiowa.edu

